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Tirana SHOLPTARJA E RE in Albanian Nov 80 pp 10,11,19 


[Report on Korce seminar organized by the Albanian Women's Union in October 1980: 
"Let Us Improve Our Work for the Military Education of the Masses of Women,” 
passages between slant lines printed in boldface) 


{Text} The General Council of the Albanian Women's Union [BOSH], in cooperation 
with the leadership of the Albanian Women's Union for Korce District, organized 
@ theoretical and practical seminar on defense problems at the beginning of 
October; the seminar was attended by the leaders of the Albanian Women's Union 
and comrades of the leaderships of the Albanian Women's Union in districts who 
follow the probleme of defense, comrades of the plenum and activists of Korce 
District, and representatives of the party organizations, of the state organs, 
of the mase organizations, of the army and eo forth. 


Alije Kalaja, member of the leadership of the General Council of the Albanian 
Women's union, delivered the opening speech. 


Comrade Anastasi Beri, chairman of the Albanian Women's Union for the district, 
delivered the report on the theme: “How Does the Women's Organization of Korce 
District work with Coordinated Forces to Analyze the Guidelines and Directives 
of the Party and of the Council of Minietere for the Training of the messes of 
Women for the Defense of the Patherland?” 


Speaking about the importance given to this problem by the Women's Organization 
of thie district, among other things, she said: 


Understanding the further strengthening of the defense of the fatherland ase «4 
complex task comprising all the fields of our socialist development, the Women's 
organization of Korce District, under the party leadership, has struggied for the 
continuous raising of the ideological and political level of the entire masse of 
women in accordance with the Marxist-Leninist teachings of our party, for the 
combat training of women on the basis of the principle and requirements of our 
Military Art of the People's Struggle, for sharpening the revolutionary 
vigilance, and for raising the level of combat-readiness, closely linked with 
the fulfiliment of the tasks of production and of the building of socialiss 





today and for the future, so a8 to supply the needs of the country and of 
workers and shatter the tmpertalist and revisionist blockade. 


To implement these great taske, under the party leadership, the district women's 
Organization has acted, especially, in these directions: 


Firet, /in the ideological and political examination of the directives and 
decisions of the party for the defense,/ so that the masses of women and young 
women might correctly understand them and assume concrete taske in accordance 
with internal and external situations, beth in the field of defense and in all 
the other fielde of life and of their activities, so ae to teaplement, in thie way, 
Comrade Enver Hoxha's recommendation at the Seventh Party Congress that: /“Our 
people must live every day with the domestic and foreign political situations of 
the country; they gust always see their tasks closely linked with these 
situations, work with a great epirit of self-denial and sacrifice, and aust 
alwaye be ready, vigilant and resolutely militant againet 411 attempts and 
pressures of the enemies."/ 


Ae 4 result of this systematic work, in Korce District, there are enterprises, 
such as the carpet enterprise, the plant for instruments, the Maliq agricultural 
enterprise, and the Pirgu agricultural cooperative and so forth, where the mass 
of women every year fulfills and overfulfille the state plan tasks and iaplements 
the taske in the defense field, achieving great indicators. The district 
women's leadership, relying on ite aktiv and on cooperation with other mass 
organizations, has generalized this positive experience and, assuring better and 
better the leadership of the basic party organizations, is working so that the 
women's councile in work centers, city quarters and villages wight aesiailate 

it and etruggle to take it to every — 





The ideological and political work with the masses of women has, especially, 
aimed working toward the solution of problems which cause anxiety in th: “teld 
of defense by strengthening relationships and cooperation with the ailitary 
commands. Thus, for example, according to an information received by the 
district women's leadership, it appeared that there were manifestations of 
decrease of vigilance on the part of some women of the border srea. in regard 
to this, various ideological and political measures were taken and 4 special 

talk was organized with women with the theme: “The Women's Organization Must 
Stand Vigilant with the Pick and the Rifle in the Hand for the Defense of the 
Border Line.” As a result of the development of 4 vigorous and effective work, 
the majority of vome, unanimously declared that they will risk their lives and 
the lives of thei: children for the defense of the border of our fatherland, 

that they will work constantly, ewen after the completion of their work tise, for 
the formation of healthy and lasting concepts in the field of defense, This idea 
was converted into an initiative by 411 women's organizations of the agricultural 
cooperative of the frontier area. Taking this initiative as 4 gomentum, the 
leadership of the district women's council, under the party leadership, thought 
of extending this spirit to the masses of women working in the economic enter- 
prises and who, as is known, fulfill important taske as reservists, volunteers, 
war time workers and participants in the formations of the civil defense. 











Alee, to make physical and military training be considered as one of the most 
important tasks for invigorating the defense of the country, as recommended by the 
Fifth Plenum of the Party Central Committee, the women's leadership drafted the 
talk with the theme: “Without physically strong people, the defense of the 
fatherland will not be complete,” 4 talk which was given in the women's organiza- 
tions and among the masses of women in enterprises and institutions. Through a 
comprehensive and convincing work at the leather=shoe cooperative, the initiative, 
consisting of carrying out marches and various other educational, physical 
training and technical actions outeide the period of work, was born; this wae 
disseminated and generalized in all enterprises and for all the unite that take 
military training. 


The ideological work with the masses of women has been carried out and developed 
80 48 to guarantee the successful fulfillment of the tasks for defense, without 
neglecting production tasks. The district women's leadership in the beginning of 
each year works on the themes for training, determining the training time and 

the number of women who will participate in these exercises. This has made it 
possible to avoid the creation of anomalies and, through 4 great mobiliration, 

to fullill the tasks both in the production field and in the defense field. For 
example, the knitwear combine, the carpet making enterprise, and the food enter- 
prise and so forth, in which the majority of workers are women, have given a 

good example in this field. 


However, if to a certain extent, the district women's leadership has managed to 
draft the theme of studied talks which assure raising of the opinions of the 
masses of women, much remains to be done for the efficiency and improvesent of 

the independent action of the women's councils at the grassroots. In this 

regard, better work quest be done at the Polene, Voskopoje and Strelce agricultural 
cooperatives. 


Another direction of the work of the women's organization has been to elevate 

the awareness of the masses of women, because, the defense of the fatherland 
demande that they should be /exemplary soldiers, tireless workers and 
revolutionary @others./ For this, attention has been given to the patriotic 
education of women through visite and talks in the women's homes where, among 
other things, women have acquainted themselves with the role and activity of 

Korce women during the National Liberation Movement and the building of socia’ ism 
in our country and through the celebration of important events of the activity 

and role of women's organization, as well as to the efforts to raise and educate 

a new generation physically healthy, aprally pure and aware of the building 

and defense of socialism. In cooperation with the district veterans and with the 
Youth committee, under the leadership of the party, the women's organizations have 
used a number of forms to improve mothers’ role in the best fulfillment possible 
of the tasks of defense and of military service by their young women and young 
men. In addition to talks in families, the sending of letters has been organized 
in which the military commands infors parents in regard to the behavior and 

combat readiness of their children. Or, demonstrative lessons have been organized 
with the participation of the families of the young men and young women who have 
military service and, at the conclusions of these lessons, the command emphasized 
the evaluation of the exercise, generalizing the positive example. However, 








despite the good work, which has begun to be carried out, still some women's 
councils and organizations in cities and villages are not properly managing their 
educational work in order to block the path to some manifestations of violation 
of military discipline by young wen and to some attitude of sentimencality, 
especially by mothers. 


Second, /the assurance of the leadership of the pariy/ hae played an important 
role for the better integration of defense problems in the women's organizations. 
Continually participating in the meeting of party bureaus and of basic party 
organizations, especially on problems concerning defense matters, the heade of 
women's councils have oriented themselves toward the coordination of their work 
with the other mass organizations and the state and economic organs so as to 
implement the concrete tasks for political and combat training. On the other 
hand, the women's councils, for example, those of the city quarters Wo 1, No 2 
and No 10 of the Pirgu, Bilisht, Menkulas, Mirae and Plase agricultural coopera~ 
tives have, time after time, reported on the implementation of the taske given 

to them by these organs. The good experience gained by the Vriseras women's 
organization in Gjirokaster District has been an example forus. Of great help 
has also been the reinforcement of relationships with the cadre active officer 

in order to discover the problems which are most disturbing during the exercises 
and to carry on convincing work. Thus, many concepts, which used to underestimate 
the value of training, especially, in the civil defense formations, or the 
concepts linked with the replacement of men's work with women's work in time of 
war, have been combatted. 


Despite the good work achieved, the women's organization is aware that, under 
the leadership of the party and in cooperation with the army commands, 4 greater 
struggle is required in the future in order to make women and young women skilled 
militants for the defense of the fatherland, forcefully combatting the 
shortcomings which are still observed in some cases, such as absences during 
training, failure to properly observe the schedule, the many requests for leave, 
and the failure to respect regulations concerning uniforms during the training 
period and so forth. 


Third, /in strengthening the readiness of the enterprise, city quarter and village 
for implementing the taske in the field of defense. / 


In the framework of the work to execute the many tasks of the defense, particular 
attention has been devoted tothe training of women's masses so that they will 
fulfill their tasks in the best way possible in every work center, city quarter, 
block and village. Along with the ideological, clarifying and convincing work to 
understand the importance of taking measures for the protection of the people's 
lives in city quarters, enterprises and villages, in cooperation with the 
military commands, efforts have been carried out so that the masses of women 

will know the regulations and requirements set forth before them and the tasks 
assigned to them for their successful implementation in all the situations. 


In the continuation of the seminar's activities, the participants followed with 
great interest the practical demonstrations carried out at Zemblak village, the 
knitwear combine and at city quarter No 2, after having acquainted themeelves 











with the good work done by the women's councils in cooperation with the mass 
organizations, under the party leadership, in pursuing defense problems. 


Comrades from the districts also addressed the seminar on their own experience. 


Comrade Nazar Berberi, deputy minister of people's defense, who attended the 
seminar, evaluating the seminar's work, stressed that the successes achieved in 
thie field are the resulce of the active assistance of the women's organization 
and of all women in the country, along with the estate and economic organs. The 
experience of Korce District is a good example which should be disseminated and 
generalized everywhere. Further on, he spoke about some probleme linked with the 
role of female cadres in the various @ilitary etructures, such as leaderea in the 
state and economic organs, from whom the Central Committee of the Albanian 
Workers Party and the Defense Council demand that they learn continually in order 
to elevate their theoretical and practical level, perfect the methods of 
organization and of management for teaching and for military education, find the 
most effective forms and ways for improving combat readiness, and zealously 
attend the various schools and courses organized for the greatest improvement 
possible of the functions they hold in the army, in the formations of civil 
defense or in the economy and so forth. Therefore, the organizations of the 
Albanian Women's Union in the district, always insuring the leadership of the 
party, must be as active as possible, attentive and searching toward them, 
combatting some phenomena which are observed in daily activity, such as comfort, 
indifference and so forth and not to think that these requirements are difficult 
things or matters which concern only the military commands: they must strengthen 
tneir relationships with the latter in order to have their say about the problems 
that emerge during training activities, to work with women and young women so as 
to improve their level and to exchange ideas about special problems of education, 
in conformity with the concrete conditions of the terrain and of the type of 
training. In this way, the women's organizations will also make their 
contribution in a deserving manner to the fulfillment of the important tasks 
assigned by our party for the training of the sol ier people, therefore, of the 
women, too, for the defense of the fatherland from any danger. 


The conclusions of the seminar were given by Comrade Vito Kapo. She congratulated 
the district women's leadership and all the cadres, activists and women who 
prepared and participated in this theoretical and practical seminar, for the good 
work they had done and the rich experience they had brought to the seminar, 
experience whih will serve to raise to a higher level the work of other women 
for the defense. After making a detailed analysis of the international situation, 
Comrade Vito Kapo paused and stressed particularly the tasks and role of the 
Albanian Women's Union and of women in regard to defense problems, especially, 

in the conditions of the imperialist and revisionist encirclement and blockade 
and of the military and ideological pressure against our country, and in regard 
to the formation of correct concepts and ever lasting convictions about the 
necessity of developing and expanding the class struggle, about the need for 
improving and strengthening the defense capacities of the country and about a 
better understanding and implementation of the tasks in the field of military 
training and of combat readiness. Relying on the experience gained by Korce 
District and on the experience given by the comrades, work must be programmed 














and forms must be conceived in order to implement it at the grassroots so aa to 
train women politically, ideologically and morally in order that they will 
confront the situations that might arise tomorrow. Work must be carried out, 
especially, with female cadres in the three-month course in order to train them, 
in the best way possible, as managers so that they be as demanding and militant 
4s possible in the struggle against violations of discipline and manifestations 
of formaliom and liberaliem that, sometimes, are observed. In cooperation with 
the military commands, the women's organizations must carry on an intensive 
educational work, determining, on the basis of a six-month plan or annual plan, 
what themes, talks, meetings and competitions can be organized with women. Since 
in sowe military structures, women and young women constitute the greatest part, 
the casks of the women's organization are great, Comrade Vito Kapo said. The 
women's organization must pursue the participation of women in the exercises tho: 
ate organized, monitor the implementation of programs and the level of 
assimilation of the People's Military Art by these female forces. To achieve this 
the women's organizations must better activate, than hitherto, the comrades who 
have been trained from the military aspect and those comrades who are cadres in 
the various formations of the army and who constitute the leadership aktiv in the 
district or at the grassroots organizations; they must organize social controls 
over special problems, carry out studies in cooperation with tne military commands 
and with other mass organizations, with the Democratic Front organization, the 
trade unions, and with the youth organization and must further improve the role 
of the comrades elected to the different forums and to the formations in which 


they participate. 


Since women today in time of peace and, even more, during an extraordinary 
situation, will play an important role in the economic front, as producers and 
managers, from now on the women's organizations must help the stace and 

economic organs to deal more concretely and more seriously with these problems, 
starting with the registration of the comrade female cadres and specir-!ists 
working in villages or «nterprises today: they must make suggesticns about 
the places which can be («placed with women and must insist that women learn more 
than two professions, as many enterprises of the country have done, with the 

aim that, at any situation, women will be ready to implement the tasks in regard 
to the defense of the country. 


Relying on the positive experience of Korce District and on the experience of 
every district in regard to these problems, Comrade Vito Kapa said in conclusion, 
and taking into consideration the tasks assigned by this seminar, it will be 
possible, under the leadership of the basic party organizations and in cooperation 
with the other mass organizations, to successfully fulfill the recommendation of 
the party and of Comrade Enver Hoxha concerning the training of the masses of 
women, along with all the armed people, for the defense of the fatherland and of 
the victories tliat have been achieved. 


9150 
cso: 2100 














ALBANIA 


NUMBER OF ARRANGED MARRIAGES CONTINUES TO DECLINE 
Tirana BASHKIMI in Albanian 15 Jan 81 p 2 
[Article by Hysen Shehu: "The Increase and Development of Our Socialist Family") 


[Text] The creation of the new socialist family is included in the chain of the 
great victories achieved in our country under the leadership of the party. As 
the basic cell of society, it has its influence in the entire development and 
improvement of demographic indicators and in the raising and education of a new 
revolutionary generation. 


Our new famiiy has ite foundation in the deep ideological, political and social 
transf>rmations, in the successful building of the economic base of socialism, 
in the liquidation of the economic relationship of oppression and exploitation of 
man by man, and in the liquidation of the exploiting classes. The socialist 
development of the country and of industry, the collectivization of agriculture, 
the cultural and educational development and the continual improvement of the 
standard of living ha e created the possibility ‘or a harmonious and healthy 
development of the family. The deep qualitative changes in the development of 
the family and marital relationships have their source in the correct Marxist- 
Leninist line of our party. The family legislation, the great work done by the 
party and ite levers for the emanicpation of women in particular and of the 
entire society in general, the »roclamation by law of equality between woman and 
man and the true assurance of this equality exert a positive influence on 
strengthening the family. A great struggle is being waged successfully, and 
every old pat .archal, conservative and liberal thing ard so forth are overcome 
and the new norms of the socialist morality are always enforced mre and mre in 
this important field of society. 


In our country family is developing as the result of the successful development 
of the revolution and of the building of socialism. Unlike the bourgeois and 
revisionist countries, the rate of the building of new families in our country 
is increasing, as a matter of fact, it is even higher than the increase of the 
population. While, the growth of the population, in comparison with 1969, is 
25.3 percent; the increase of the number of families during the same period is 
33.7 percent. The patriarchal family is almost disintegrated. In 1979, the 
families with one and with two marriages composed 36 percent of the families in 














all the country; while, the average number of members for one family was 5,6 
persone and only 4 percent of the families had more than 10 members. Another 
success ia the increase of the number of workers’ families. Some 37.4 percent 

of the families were workers’ families in 1969, today that number is 45.1 percent. 
It is important that both in the city and in the village, the concepts and new 
norms of woctalist coexistence and of good understanding, of mutual respect and 
of healthy unity between spouses and other members of the family are more and 
more affirmed. These results have their initiation in the marital relationships. 
Many facts show that the motives that lead our young men and young women to build 
a family are correct. They are dominated by the moral and political attitude 
toward work and property and by the suitable educational and cultural level. 

Many old concepts, with various former religious beliefs and so forth, which 
prevent marriages among the village and tribal people, are being eliminated. 


Strong blows have been dealt to these remnants during these past ? decadus after 
Comrade Enver Hoxha's speech on 6 February 1967. The organizations of the 
Democratic Front, in cooperation with the other mass organizations, under the 
leadership of the party, have intensified their ideological and political 
activity in the struggle against every old or new foreign manifestation which 
might hamper, no matter how Little, the building and strengthening of the new 
socialist family. Thus, many positive phenomena were born and are being practiced 
mre and more in the marital relationships. The main place in these relation- 
ships is taken by marriages based on love and acquaintance and through an 
intermediary approved by the parties concerned; while, engagements in childhood 
with heavy economic conditions, the classical engagements and barter marriages 
and marriages with difference in age have been dealt destructive blows. Now, 

our young men and young women have the necessary grounds and conditions for 
getting to know each other, given to them by collective work, the work actions 
within and outside the district and the various cultural and artistic activities 
and so forth. Social opinion is prepared and in general, accepts the marital 
bond based on love as the best one; this is more common in cities, but also 
exists in villages. In the Krutje agricultural cooperative, Lushnje District, 

of the 220 marriages contracted during the last five-year plan, 140 of them were 
love marriages. In Martanesh (Mat), of 164 marriages, 139 were Love marriages and, 
what is the most important thing, is that from these marriages we have only two 
marriage annulments. In Korce, marital bonds based on love represent 50 percent 
of the marriages in the city and 45 percent in the village and so forth. Positive 
also are the marriages celebrated during national actions and in some youth 
villages, such as the Sarande Seacoast Action and in Radove (Kolonje) and 

Povelce (Fier) villages and so forth. Also, many city young women were married 
in villages, and girls from the South areas were married in the North; they 

were teachers, doctors and economists and so forth. A good example has been 
provided by the intelligentsia that went to Librazhd, Puke, Mirdite and other 
villages. There are districts and villages which are eliminating the concepts 
that prevent marriages between people of the same village. In Librazhd 90 
percent of marriages are between people within the village and the united village. 
The same thing happens in Tirana, Durres and Pogradec districts and in other 
districts of the South in which the tribe has been liquidated a long time ago. 
However, tribal concepts and religious prejudices are still active, especially, 

in some Northern districts where the Code [of Lek Dokagjin] and religion had 




















atronger roote such as in Shkoder, Puke, Mirdite and Tropoje and in other 

places. This requires a wider convincing, political and educational work on the 
party of every activist of the Front in order to uproot the old traditions that 
prevent a young man or a young woman from marrying the person he or she loves, 
regardless of whecher the person lives in the village or belongs to the degenerate 
tribe or to the other former religion. 


Along with the correct motives for marital bonds, there also are special cases and 
tendencies taking into consideration only the economic interest or trying to 

find, for the daughter or the son, a “peaceful” corner; this leads to the effort 
to marry a village girl to a city man, or to marry a girl from a village of a 
remote area to a man from the plain area, near the city and in an agricultural 
cooperative. Such marital relationships, which exclude opportunities for 
acquaintance, later on become the cause for creating problems that even lead to 
separation. 


There are good indicators in the marriages established according to the various 
social groups, especially, within the working class and the cooperative 
peasantry. Nevertheless, it is nece ry to have a greater mix between the 
social groups of blue-collar worker . ‘unctionary and of city women so they 
will marry in villages. In regard to tix age of the spouses there are fewer 
problems, especially, in regard to young men of the social group of white- 
collar workers, who, it is observed, marry after the age of 30 or for these few 
marriages with difference in age because of interest. 


In spite of the progress achieved in comparison with the past, cone can still 
see the phenomenon of extravagant expenses in the preparations during the 
engagement period. Therefore, the Front crganizations, together with the other 
mass organizations, must work more seriously to turn the healthy public opinion 
and the norms of our proletarian morality against these wrong concepts. 


In our country, the socialist family is being strengthened and the relationships 
between husband and wife are relying more and more on new norms and customs; 
therefore, positivism dominates everywhere. Facts show that love and acquaintance 
marriages are more durable and more wnique. In our country, the right to divorce 
exists and it is used both by men and, espec.ally, by our emancipated woman. 

The number of separations among people in our country can never be compared with 
the number of separations taking place in the bourgeois and revisionist 
countries, where the family is degenerating and in crisis, just as their system 
is. The reason for conjugal breakdowns is to be found in the fact that these 
marriages are not made through complete acquaintance and mutual love, but based 
on patriarchal and conservative attitudes of men or of their parents and so 
forth. 


The Democratic Front organizations, cealing with the implementation of their 
basic tasks, the strengthening of the people's unity, deal and must deal even 
more with everything that violates it. The stronger and mre stable the family 
is, the stronger the unity will be. Therefore, the education of the people in 
the norms of the communist morality and the struggle against the manifestations 
that lead to the weakness of the stability of the family are the permanent tasks 











of the Pront Organisation. it ie important that the educational work of the 
large aktiv of the Democratif Cront be intensified where it works and lives, 
carrying out an individual convincing work in families and with each person 
aceording to the case and probleme that cause anxiety, always holding 4 revolu- 
tionary clase attitude againet every manifestation that hurts, no matter how 
much, the stability of the family and the unity of our people. 


9150 
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APPEALS, GOALS OF CHARITY ORGANT ZATION PUBL ISHED 


Parie TRODALMI UJSAG in Hungarian Jan-Feb 61 pp 1-3 


[Text] The Fund To Support the Poor 


Today there are 2,200,000 children in Hungary under the age of 15. Thirty-two 
percent of them--720,000 Hungarian children--live in families whose income does 
not reach the minimum subsistence level. These children are poorly fed and 
poorly clothed, do not live in conditions worthy of 4 human being, they 
deteriorate physically and epiritually and cannot study regularly. 


Meeting with poverty and misery convinces any right-feeling person of the 
necessity of immediate intervention. In November 1979 thie insight prompted 
several young intellectuale--as was reported in the November-December 1980 issue 
of IRODALMI UJSAG--to start a movement in the interest of the poor and to create 


the Fund t. Support the Poor (Seegenyeket Tamogato Alap, SZFTA). 


Por the time being the material etrength of the SZETA is very emall (the few 
hundred participants themselves live under modest circumstances), their assets 
are limited and they can support, with aoney, clothing, professional and legal 
advice and work, only the poorest and only a fraction of then. 


What really gives their action significance ie that with their adest tools 

they have made public one of the gost serious problems of Hungarian society~--they 
have made Hungarians living in the country and outside it face the hidden shame 
that hundreds of thousands in Hungary today live under unacceptable circum- 
stances. And they have voiced the evident truth that poverty can be eliminated 
or reduced oniy if those who are not poor actively desire it. 


The movement is autonomous. In it the people--for the time being only part of 
thee--rely on themselves; ite participants call not on the Power but rather call 
on their countrymen to act. They urge united effort, they count on volunteers 
and they want to awaken the public conscience. 


We publish below three of their appeals and a few documents, a few descriptions 
of the 40 cases processed--in order that we too might contribute to awakening 
the public conscience. ~-Istvan Kemeny 

















Firet Appeal of the S2FTA 


An Appeal to Support the Poor 
Dear Friend: 


The situation of the poor in Hungary ie still unsolved and their circumstances 
are deteriorating further with the deterioration of the national economic 
conditions. 


The Fund to Support the Poor--according to ite possibilities=-helps the most 
needy old people, those with low incomes or unable to work, families with many 
children and those who cannot change their situation by themselves. The 

support is given in a way which avoide the discriminatory principles of official 
social policy. The source of the Pund is public contributions. Social activiste, 
those doing scientific research among the poor, make recommendations for 
distribution of the contributed money or articles (cloching, household implemente, 
toys, books, school supplies). In addition to material support the Pund provides 
legal, medical, technical and pedagogical aid. 


Contributions can be made with your name or, without 4 name or with a code-word, 
on 4 once only or regular basis, personally or by mail. Regular accounts are 
kept of money contributed and these can be inspected by anyone. Our monthly 
discussions are public. 


We ask you to join our work according to your possibilities and to help where you 
can. ~The Fund to Support the Poor 


Contact with the SZETA can be made at the following addresses: 

Gabor Havas, 70 Szolo u., Budapest 1032, phone 687-983. 

Gabor Ivanyi, 33 Jozsef Madesar u., Budapest 1039. 

Gabriella Lengyel, 16 Mikea Deri u., Budapest 1084, phone 156-591. 

Magdoina Matolay, 5 Tuzolto u., Budapest 10%. 

Balint Nagy, 49 Rezeu u., Budapest 1029, phone 165-945. 

Ottilia Solt and Andras Nagy, 3 Komjadi u., Budapest 1023, phone 351-086. 

The Second Appeal 

Dear Friend: 

We invited you to our musical evening on 11 September 1980 but our program was 


prevented at the last moment. Permit us to use thie means to inform you of the 
goal and nature of our initiative, 

















We establiahed the Fund to Support the Poor in November 1979. Between Decem! er 
979 and September 1980 we collected and 
were intended 96,000 foriate in cash and 

other used articles. in addition to aacerial support we helped in legal, 
health and construction matters. In thoee families which we supported wi 
aty aid=-according to our possibiltties- inc ome 





to these people--espectally the children. 


We know very well that thie aid coming from voluntary, personal convict ion--even 
if it hopefully increases--can ease the situation of only a fraction of the 
needy. But we are convinced that the problem of poverty can be solved only if 
the broad strata of the community not directly affected do not abandon the 

poor who live in the same society with them. We would like to strength o this 
communal concern with the work of the SZETA. 


Democratic publicity te indispensable for our initiative. The goal of our 
cultural programs is to further the work of and an awareness of the SZETA. The 
series wae to have begun with the evening of Zoltan Kocsis and Janoe Malina. 


De»pite what happened we want to hold our planned public program. 


We will be glad to accept any observations, expression of interest or help in 
connection with our work. Those who wish to be informed in greater detail about 
those cases in which the SZETA gave gonetary aid can have access to our documents 
at the addresses to be found at the end of our Appeal. 


=-=The Fund to Support the Poor, 20 September 1980 


Third Appeal 


Comprehensive research concerning domestic poverty took place for the first 
time in Hungary after 1945 (and thus far for the last time) in 1968-1970. As a 
result of the poverty survey, and later the Gypsy survey, led by Istvan Kemeny 
we got a picture not only of the magnitude of our contemporary poverty but also 
of its circumstances and prospects. There developed a group of intellectuals 
interested in social questions who committed themselves to the cause of the 


poor. 


In the course of research work over the past decade, work which can be called 
continuous but which unfortunately was of a very aodest scale, the members of 

thie group unavoidably got involved in the everyday struggles of those suf focating 
at the bottom of the social hierarchy. Thus the idea arose of a broader union 

of people se xwitive to social problems and desiring to help. 


Promptings came from our friends and acquaintances who asked help for those in 
situations similar to theirs or even @re desperate. 


In November 1979 our friendly circle bound together by their interests and by 
their committment to the poor decided to make regular and to expand and document 
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the work already being done. Since then we have begun to collect money, simply 
on the basie of personal trust, or from people who trusted the honesty and 
judgment of the person doing the collecting. We have been constantly joined 

by friendly or professional groups which did not have the permanent contact 

of the initiators with the “concrete” poor but who sympathized with the initiative 
to volunteer to seek 4 solution to 4 social problem, even if for the time being 
our strength ie ridiculously small compared to the magnitude of the poverty and 
the depths of ite roots. Seon we were joined by lawyers, physicians, architects, 
musicians, graphic artiste and clergymen. 


The Fund to Support the Poor got ite name in March 1980. At that time our 
movement, based on direct acquaintance and entirely loose, formulated an appeal 
and released it to the impersonal public. (To the extent that one can reach the 
public technically on one's own.) 





The SZETA organized «4 music evening for 11 September, frustrated at the last 
moment, in order to increase publicity, making use of an offer by pianiet Zoltan 
Kocsis, who is acquainted with and supports our goals. 


At this time the SZETA does not have a built-up structure or regulations, only 
customs. But anyone who desires can be formally a member of the SZETA. 


Such a desire can be conveyed at the regular meetings announced in the appeal or 
at anv of the addresses published in it. This means that the person signing 
hie name undertakes active participation in the movement and responsibility in 
connection with all the work of the SZETA and is part of the community which 
decides in questions affecting the SZETA as a whole. 


From November 1979 to August we collected 96,000 forints and distributed them to 
people living far below the minimum subsistence level. We gave the needy 
several quintals of clothing. Appropriate experts of the SZETA broke up an old 
building so that a homeless family could build from the materials and easily 
constructed plans were prepared for other builders. Several seriously ill 
persons were helped into a hospital and we arranged for ciild care benefits, 
family supplements and regular and extraordinary council aid. Data has been 
prepared by sociologists doing empirical research on families needing our aid. 
We decide jointly about giving one-time or regular monetary aid; in other 
questions the person meeting with the problem can turn directly to the 
appropriate experts; a list of them can be found in the documentation. 

Clothing can be sent to the common storeroon. 





A Highly Successful Exhibit and Auction for 
the Benefit of the Poor in Budapest 


In our last issue we reported that at the last moment the domestic authorities 
banned the holding of a benefit concert which had been organized by the Pund to 
Support the Poor; the world famous Hungarian pianist Zoltan Kocsis was to have 
appeared at the Iparterv [Architectural Design Enterprise for Industry and 
Agriculture] headquarters in Budapest on 11 September. Further steps to stifle 
the movement were taken in November. The founders received a police warning: 
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If they continued their activities it would be classified as 4 crime, Despite 
this the young intellectuals who started the movement continued with an 
undertaking already started, a Christmas fair to benefit the poor. They got 

117 artiets to participate, including euch well-known personalities ae Jeno 
Barceay, Endre Balint, Miklos Boreos, Pal Deim, Miklos Erdely, Tihamer 
Gyarmathy, Joszef Jakovitse, Gavor Karateon, Liona Keseru, Dora Maurer, Letvan 
Nadler, Gyula Paver, Karoly Reich, Piroska Seanto, Zeusea Seenes and Julia Vajda. 


There was 4 sudden change in the behavior of the authorities in December. The 
artists could hold their exhibit and auction, and not in a private dwell as 
originally planned but in the Dietrict IX premises of the Patriotic People's 
Front. 


The exhibit opened on 11 December and lasted until the l4th. There has never 
been such 4 comprehensive, representative exhibit of Hungarian art. The opening 
was attended by 500 people. During three short days several thousand visited 
the exhibit, graphic end industrial art objects were sold and the auction on the 
afternoon of the l4th was entirely successful. The action made 150,000 forinte 
for the benefit of the poor. 


The exhibit was opened by the outstanding writer Miklos Meszoly. We publish his 
opening speech below. 


The Calling of Moral Commitment 


in recent years a little publicized but all the more important and devoted work 
has begun to study in a scientific way the situation of the poor in Hungary. 
Attention is given not only to an objective accounting of causes and circumstances 
but also to encouraging united social action, amidst the possible frameworks, 
which regards the goal as the goal, namely giving direct aid. Those who are 
dieturbed rather than prompted to corrective action by the well-known fact that 
the phenomena of social life are in the final analysis not theoretical refutations 
and approbations, not cut and dried abstractions, but rather the warmest facts of 
the flesh my also be disturbed by how powerful a mobilizing force corrective 
voluntary action can be. But there is nothing to be wondered at here. Voluntary 
action gives the most impregnable dignity to human behavior. 


The occasion which brings us together here can be regarded as the outcome of 
a test surpassing all expectations. 


An outstanding group of Hungarian graphic and industrial artists, from the oldest 
to the youngest, appear here with their works in a display hardly equalled. 


Every single filler paid for their works will go to the poor in need of it, under 
the supervision of a committee nominated by them. These recipients are people 
living on 500-600 forints per gonth, including a number of familes with many 
children, people to whom 4 pot, 4 shoe or a dress are a problem. This may not 
jibe with the picture we may have formed of ourselves but just as in a painting 
a color my shine through after another color is carefully painted over it so 
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here also the color scale of the total picture will be credible with the colores 
painted over. 


A society is grown-up and worthy of iteelf if an ever larger number of independent, 
individual initiatives and decisions can coincide in a cause of common interest. 
This can certainly be said of this exemplary auction. I feel that it is a 
manifestation which proves in a way arousing hope the extent to which the calling 
of moral committment can become 4 personal undertaking--if permitted to be eo. 

it is oo emall thing when fate and life routine prompt ue to undertake so much 


In the last scene of Martin du Gard's gaunt and beautiful novel “Old Burope” an 
old man mediates on what security there will be or can be when inetitutions and 
apparatuses take care of people centrally. But at the same time, as he site 

in his barren room, 4 thought arises to torture him: What will happen if some 
morning they forget about hie glass of milk? This ts du Gard's puritan setaphor 
on an incalculably complex question. We must believe that no society can dispense 
with voluntary corrective action. It will be free and will have « human pulee 

as long as it does not dispense with this. 


Naturally this auction did not come to be as a result of the magic word of the 
oriental tales. There is an awful lot of sacrificing work and hours in it. 
Those young people who did this work, for no pay and without expecting any 
praise but simply in order to support the domestic poor, should receive from 
us here the greatest recognition which can be given to the nameless. And we 
thank the district committee of the Patriotic People's Front for giving a home 
to the auction. 


Fxamplee of SZETA Work 


1. A 19 year old girl, completed one class in an auxilliary school. She was a 
state ward; this ended in 1979. Since then tossed about without family or 
permanent residence. Pregnant, birth expected soon. 


Her mother lives here in the district in a new marriage from which she has two 
emall children. Her father lives in the country, in a Gypsy settlement, also 

in a new relationship. She became a state ward because her stepfather tried to 
rape her when she was 16. The man received 2 years prison for this. The 

mther was not inclined to take her back after what happened. She had no ties to 
her father; since an early age she had been raised by her aother and mther's 
sister. Wer mother is 4 cleaning woman; her stepfather is a janitor. 


She is supported by her extended family, somewhat by her stepsister (two children, 
one in an institution), who lives on her husband's salary but sometiaes gives 

her money. The stepmother gives something to the stepfather too. But mmstly 

she is supported by eating wherever she happens to be and wearing used clothes. 


Usually she lives with a maternal aunt, who is herself a cleaning woman, her 
husband is an unskilled worker. They have a two and 4 half room apartment; 











the permanent residents are the married couple, their five school age children, 
two grown sone of the wife, a related girl and “our case." 


The SZETA has been contributing goney since February, until child care aid can 
be obtained for the expected child: February 700 forints, March 700 forinte, 

April 600 forints, May 700 forinte (she got a layette and hospital outfit for 

the birth), June 700 forints, July 700 forinte and August 700 forinte. 


2. A mother living alone with five children. A cleaning woman in a4 capital 
factory, gete child care aid from there. Llliterate. 


She hae four children from her firet husband: an 11 year old boy in second 
grade, a 9 year old boy in first grade, a 5 year old girl who should be going 
to pre-school but, Like the other children in the neighborhood, does not, and a 
3 year old little girl. 


She divorced her first husband 2 years ago; he was sick then and died a year 
later. Her present husband is not 4 local, now in prison for fighting. Also 
illiterate. They have one child in common, 4 one year old little boy who was in 
the hospital a lot with enteritis. He would not nurse and is more sickly 

than the others. 


They live in a plaster walled, dirt floor hut 3 by 3 meters. No electricity, 
water from the neighbors. Their furniture consists of two beds and a decrepit 
cupboard. They cook on a round iron stove. Like the other members of the 
settlement they use coal tossed from a nearby station for fuel. 





Their hut is on the same lot as a similar ectablishment of the woman's parents 
and brothers. The iamediate neighbors are a grandmother and great aunt, two 
sisters-in-law and their families. They are on good terms with one another; 

they are somewhat isolated from the other members of the settlement, partly due 

to distance but probably because of their greater poverty also. Some blame the 
woman for leaving her first husband, who was the oldest son of the best integrated 
Gypsy family in the village. 


Their per capita income is 580 forints. 


Por 3 years running they have received no aid from the local council. The local 
organs do not usually reject them in writing; they just do not give any aid. 


She did not get the trade union aid requested from the factory for child care. 


The woman would like to get housing. There is an opportunity to buy a 70,000 
forint house but she cannot pay the 10 percent deposit. 


SZETA support: December 1,000 forinte January 1,000 forints, February 1,000 
forints, March 800 forints, April 900 foriote, May 1,000 forints, June 800 
forints. Packages of clothing on three occasions. 
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Information on residential purchase loans; personal contact with the enterprise 
KLSZ secretary to arrange for a loan. 


3. <A 80 year old widow living alone. Her oldest son lives opposite her; 
relations with him bad because of his wife. A grandson lives in the next lot. 
Every -hild is poor and has many children. The children of one daughter visit 
her and give some help. She is well for her age, gete around, takes care of 
herself and has strength to collect iron and make some money. This is the only 
source of income. Formerly worked on a count's estate and then part time on a 
collective farm; never had a permanent job and so has no pension. 


No regular income. 
Has a house with room and kitchen; vegetable garden and wel). 


At the local council they told her she could not get social aid because she has 
a house. 


SZETA support: December 500 forints, January 500 forints, February 500 forints, 
March 400 forints, April 450 forints, May 500 forints, June 400 forints. 


4. The man is 26 years old, a heart patient, receiving disability pension. 
When he was at the Cardiology Institute they offered him an operation but he 
refused. His wife is at home. They have six children: a 9 year old boy, five 
girls aged 7, 6, 4, 3 and one. 


They recently got a one room house with kitchen with council aid. Previously 
they had lived in a one room hut. The house has no electricity. 


Income per capita 570 forints. 


For 3 years running they have received no social or child care aid. The woman 
does get an allotment for mothers with many children because of the six children. 


SZETA support: January 1,200 forints, February 1,200 forints, March 1,000 
forints, April 950 forints, May 1,000 forints, June 800 forints. Packages of 
clothing. 


5. There is a large family living in a bus in the Gypsy quarter of a large town 
and a hut. The number keeps changing but [is] about 30 people. Some of the 
family members have no permanent residence, live back and forth in different 
towns, with temporary mates or in hope of better conditions. The side of the 
hut collapsed in May 1980, they began to build a new one in June, the same size 
of about 3 by 3 meters. 


The only male of working age who lives there permanently is 51 years old, had 
a job for about 10 years but has had lung trouble for several years. He has no 
regular income and cannot work, His wife is of the same age, and is relatively 
healthy. She has not had a job, but collects rags on occasion. The two of 
them have 11 living children of whom three are adults living separately; they 
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do not support the family nor are they able to do so; they are in the same 
situation as those living here. Of the children at home two are retarded, who 
are 24 and 22 years old, males; they get local social aid as unemployables, 
totaling 2,900 forinte. 


Their other two grown children are 25 and 26 years old, both are [unwed] mothers 
living without mates and live with the parents in the bus. One has two, the 
other four young children. Also living in the bue with the parents are four 
minors 8, 10, 13 and 14 years old. Except for what has been mentioned they have 
no regular income; sometimes they trade, collect rage or beg. So there are 15-16 
people in the bus, living amidst the broken furniture and rage. 


Those living in the hut are: 


A 76 year old widow; of her children there is a man living in the bus and four 
girls living in the hut. Her husband was an itinerant artisan; she gets no 
pension nor aid from the council. Because of sickness and age she is virtually 
helpless. 


A 42 year old widow with four minor children, the daughter of the old lady. 
Her children are 8 and 6 and two of nursery school age. Her husband was not a 
Gypsy. She gets nothing, neither pension nor family supplement. In the 
spring of 1980 a young man was living with her, he is there only occasionally; 
neither of them have regular jobs. 


Another daughter of the old lady, 31 years old, four minor children, sometimes 

lives in the town or in a nearby city with her husband. A fifth child was born 
in the summer of 1980 but went straight from the hospital into an institution. 

The other children are 9, 6, 3 and 2 years old. Wo job or permanent income. 





The third daughter of the old lady, now living in the hut, is 40 years old, 
moved in a few months ago; her husband Lives in another village, and does not 
support the family. She has seven minor children, no job or permanent income. 


Also in the hut is the fourth grown daughter; she has one child and a permanent 
job in a nearby factory. She does not live with her husband either. 


The bus and hut are very crowded and dirty, they have no acceptable furniture 
or clothing, one frequently sees them with carrion. The children are frequently 
naked even in cold weather; they are fed quite irregularly. The women living 
alone often have temporary liaisons; this does not lead tc improving their 
situation. They are the poorest Gypsies in the settlement. 


In the summer of 1980 we arranged for state aid to the 51 year old man, a 
disability pension or regular social allotment. We requested a special old age 
pension and council aid for the old lady but she got neither, the first because 
she had no “merits” and the latter because according to the local council her 
grown children should support her (they cannot even support themselves). The 
25 and 26 year old daughters did get child care aid. 
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As of spring the per capita income, counting the entire family, was between 350 
and 450 forinte. 


6. A eix member family in a large town near Pest. 

The father is 40 and the mother is 38 years old. Both illiterate. 

The mother suffers severly from asthma. In May 1980 they would not take her in a 
factory because of this. The father works as an unskilled worker in the capital, 
earning about 3,000 forinte. He has had a job for 15 years, always ase an 
unskilled worker. 


The two smaller children are of nursery school age, the older two are of school 
age; they do not go to school. 


They live in a hut they built themselves. Originally this had one room but in 
the summer of 1980 they added a room of planks and mud. 


In 1979-1980 the parents spent one year in prison for fighting; the children were 
then with the maternal grandparents. Both parents had prior convictions, always 
for fighting. 

Income per capita, 830 forints. 

SZETA support: June 1,000 forints and July 1,000 forints. 

7. Small town, family house neighborhood, 

A 46 year old woman with 100 percent disability. Gets regular social aid from 
the council. Husband also gets an allotment but he is presently in prison. 

Two school age children at home but since the man was sentenced they do not get 
a family supplement. They live in a family house with room and kitchen. 

Income per capita now 460 forints. 


We helped to start proceedings to get the woman a family supplement in her own 
"right." 


May: One-time aid of 700 forints. 


cso: 2500 
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to get iteelf out of the deadlock of a strike in Bieleko-Biala, And today i 

the Polish United Workers’ Party, paralysed by schisms, which has to resort 

member of the military to resume the reine of government, ‘The Army and the Church 

— fact, are the only tvo Polish institutions left that have been relatively apared 
orisis, 


A career soldier and partisan of moderation, ie General Jaruseleki the man of 
vidence Poland needs? He has to prove that he oan be firm, even though he has 
ways preferred restraint, At hie investiture to the post of premier by Le 
last Wednesday, the general was careful to wear his uniform with the 
epaulettes, Astonishment on the part of the representatives who vere used to 
ing thie soldier preside in civilian clothes on the benches of the 
gaunt figure in a dark suit was lost in the ranks, But things bave changed, 


Confirmed as minister of defense, he ie after all a Council chairman invested with 
the full powers of the head of the government, Slightly reshuffled, the new govern- 
ment team includes establishment men as well as more "liberal" officials, like 
Deputy Premier Mieozyslaw Rakowski, a journalist and chief editor of POLI 

team is a bit im the image of General Jaruselski, simaltaneously authoritarian 
conciliatory, He is regarded as having played the role of moderator the 
Baltic riots in 1970 and last summer he, along re- 
sorting to force against strikers in Gdansk, Nevertheless, this 57-year-old general 
was trained at the Officers School in Ryazan in the USSR and his the 
top political post in the Polish Army in 1960 proves that the Soviets consider him 
to be “ideologically” irreproachable, A 

nevertheless abhore repression, We reali 
fellow citizens... But is not the situation different when 
maintain order are directed by a premier who heads the Army? 








: 
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The resolution adopted at the Central Committee plenary session is, moreover, quite 
clear, The members of the Communist Party are invited to “oppose any attempt at 
violation of the legal order of things," And all those who spoke directed strong 
warnings at the the Solidarity trade union, According to Tadeusz Grabski, one of 
the Central Committee secretaries, union extremists are trying "to introduce a two- 
sided government and to open the way to political pluralism," A clear allusion to 
members of the KOR (Committee for the Workers' Defense), organized by Jacek Kuron, 
"They want to paralyze the apparatus of government," adminished Kazimierz 
Barcikowski, also a Central Committee secretary, who sees "no justification" for 
a farmers union, And ZOLNIERZ WOLNOSCI, the Army newspaper, which reflects General 
Jaruzelski's opinions, has just specifically attacked the Rural Solidarity and its 
chairman, Zdzislaw Ostaszek, 


For some time now, the Rural Solidarity appears to have beer the 

a new test of strength, Last Tuesday the Supreme Court rejected the Farmers 
Union's application for registration, righ 

ations, Unlike a union, an association is a movement tha 

to strike, The authorities thus have deprived the 

"food blockade," which they had threatened to use 
the Church has not hesitated to lend ite support to 
shepherd does not abandon his lambs in the middle of 
the Supreme Court's rejection of their application 
affirmed "farmers' right to freely associate with one 
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generally speaking, the bishops feel that "nothing will be gained by dictating 
Ao ite first reaction to the appointment of a member of the military as 


" 

of the government, the Church has given notice that it will preach in favor 
of a dialogue, For the time being, it is not preaching to deaf ears, ‘The first 
Stanislaw Kania, who has just met with Cardinal Wyesynski, 


aleo speake of “continuing the dialogue," 


: 
: 
} 


a social truce, Give me "5 months of conscientious work,” he exclaimed, "90 days 
of peace!" Just the time needed to review the Gdansk agreements, 


Por the idea of a revision of the Baltic agreements is more than ever a current 


iesue so long as the country is going through an unprecedented period of economic 
bankruptcy that is preventing any fulfillment of the promises made last summer, 


Central Committee, He advocates a "new agreement" based on the 21 pointe enumerated 
at the Lenin Yards, "Updating," as General Jaruzelski more artfully puts it, 

Polish leaders seem to be saying that correction of the situation will therefore be 
achieved through a renegotiation of the social contract outlined in August 1980, 
= the 10 million members of the Solidarity ready to go back [to the wey things 
were |? 


His pipe sticking out of the side of his mouth and his metache in disorder, Lech 
Walesa at any rate seemed to be favorable to the idea of a social armistice, Here 
and there at Jelenia Gora he intervenes to get people to go back to work or asks 
the printers to cancel their strike which would have prevented publication of the 
premier's inaugural speech, And last Thureday the Solidarity's national committee 
declared that it was ready to enter into negotiations with the new government, It 
has, however, emphasized the fact that a strike would be resorted to if discussion 
showed itself to be "impossible or fruitless,” If the unions agree on negotiations, 
there can therefore be no question of a return to the former situatio, 


Himself a former leading official of the Army Political Bureau, Sta islaew Kania 

along with General Jaruzelski, forms a shock team which is weli-equi pped to deal 

with the Polish situation, But time, as well as ammmition, is short, For what 

was a “purely Polish affair" has become the whole socialist family's affair, 
PHOTO CAPTIONS 

|. p 55 — General Jaruzelski educated in the USSR. 

2. p 56 — Mieczyslaw Rakowski. It is time... 

3. p 56 — Stanislaw Kania...which is lacking. 


11466 
cso: 3100 
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Pr LAND 


Wareaw ZYCIE PARTI! in Polish No 12, 1980 pp 25-26 
[Article by Jan Ceula: “Official Private Endeavors") 


[Text] The Central Party Control Commission [(4'.P] removed Dariusz Sliwinski, the 
former director of the cabinet of the Ministry o° Foreign Trade and Maritime Eco- 
nomy from the PZPR. Dariusz Sliwinski was found guilty of irresponsible adminie- 
tration of material means entrusted to him ano of using hie official position for 
personal gains in the years 1975-79. 





it is clear from the text of the statement released by the CKKP that Dariusz Sliwin- 
ski accumulated promotional gifte, alcoholic beverages and also allocated free and 
reduced fare excursions on Polish freighters and on the passenger ship “Batory." 

He abused his official position by taking yearly vecations in Western countries 
despite existing regulations. Moreover, a number of accusations concerning his 
administrative methods such as excessive bossiness, overstepping the limite of his 
authority were aleo proven. The negative actions of Dariusz Sliwineki were a 
consequence of the “absolute confidence” placed in him by Jerzy Olezewski, the 
former Minister of Foreign Trade and Maritime Administration. 


The verdict against Dariusz 5. serves as an example of justice within the party 

and the public service. Nevertheless this incident raises the question of how could 
this happen in the minds of many people. Dariusz S.,4 party member with a 25-year 
record of service did not operate in a professional or social vacuum. Quite the 
opposite. 


Representation 


The Ministry of Foreign Trade due to its tasks has at its disposal representational 
funds and material objects for promotional activities. Every year, a few hundred 
thousand zlotys from these funds are used for the purchase of alcoholic beverages 
for receptions, the purchase of ceremonial gifts and ordinary gifts. Added to 
these funds are gifts and alcoholic beverages for recep ions donated freely by the 
administrators of export-import cooperatives and from ceitain Office of Commercial 
Counsellor posts (BRH). Some of the gifts reaching the ministry were very valuable. 


In a solid administration of such goods, strict order has to prevail. Unfortunately 
the minister's cabinet applied wrong organizational methods devoid of the basic 
principles of managing warehousing operations that should have governed the reception 








and distribution of such gifts, An investigation conducted by the Control Depart= 
ment of the ministry at the end of January and the beginning of February this year 
concluded that the minister's cabinet did not define guidelines for the administra- 
tion of the warehouse. lt was very difficult in many instances to discover the 
objective truth. Vor example, how could one discover the extent of the administra- 
tive meee if the inflow and outgo of epecific warehouse items wae recorded in such 
a way that it was impossible to identify all items, determine their prices, value 
and sive. Accordirg to the information given by Dariusz §. the complete responsi- 
bility for the management of the gift-aleohol warehouses rested within the compe- 
tence of che Protocol Department. However no inetructions for such 4 management 
were submitted to the controllers. It would have been useless to search for such 
instructions, Thus it ie not surprising to read in the testimony given by Halina &., 
the secretary to the director of the minister's cabinet that: 


"The withdrawal of gifte from the warehouse by me was based on verbal 
authorization by the director of the minister's cabinet. 


"The gifte were delivered to my superiors who personally delivered 
them to other people. A few times, I withdrew from the warehouse a4 
great number of gifts for specific people. Under those circumstances, 
1 delivered them to the interested parties according to inetructions 
given me by the director of the minister's cabinet. This meant that I 
delivered them to the driver of the ministry or they were picked up by 
ear. 





There was no storage space for gifte at hand. There were, however, 
instances when gifte were not immediately delivered after withdrawal 
from the Protocol Office warehouse and were recorded as being delivered 
a few days later. 


1 did not keep a record of the distribution of gifts because that would 
have been difficult to do in view of the specific conditions prevailing 
in the minister's cabinet and aleo because gifts were occasionally 
handed out after working hours.” 


The above-cited deposition indicates clearly the private style of disposing of 
official gifts. For the sake of justice it must be noted, however, that some 
records of dispositions have been maintained. There are records of receipts of 
many Objects specifying their type and the quantity distributed without however 
stating their value. These objects were distributed on the basis of tickets 
marked “the warehouse will deliver". In the column marked “recipient” there were 
laconic notations which did not permit the exact identification of the recipient 
or the designation of objects or articles delivered. Many articles were delivered 
from the warehouse on the basis of verbal instructions without the possibility of 
subsequent identification of the person who gave these instructions. The 
(deliberately?) slovenly method of keeping records made it frequently difficult to 
determine who in fact received some of the gifts taken from the warehouse and if, 
in fact, they had been given. 


Method of the Mess 


The warehouse distribution records were approved exclusively by the chief of the 
Protocol Department or designee, despite the fact that neither had an official 
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authorization to approve financial documents, The administrative mess was com 
pounded to a large degree by the fact that none of the personnel who had anything 
to do with the management of the warehouse had to sign a declaration of personal 
financial responsibility, lt is important here to note that despite these 
irregularities the director of the minister's cabinet shoulders the main responei- 
bility for thie state of affairs. Yet one cannot pase over in silence the negative 
phenomenon of a lack of continuous and effective supervision over tie documentation 
of the warehouse by the accounting section of the ministry. 


The above description of the “administration of the warehouse” leads to 4 number of 
reflections. tI will restrict myself to one. The imagination of Dariues &. is not 
the consequence of an aspect of hie character; if it were, that would explain a 
lot. Taking into account his official position, bureaucratic qualifications, etc., 
hie style could be described as having “a method in the madness." Hie method was 
an efficient instrument. Dariuez §., due to the deliberate organizational chaos 
prevailing in the sector responsible for the management of various goods, was able 
to distribute--over a long period of time, protected by the majesty of hie of fice-- 
various “goodies” to people who were not working for the ministry and thus were not 
authorized to benefit from gifte warehoused by the Ministry of Foreign Trade and 
Maritime Administration. Such gifte should usually be given to representatives of 
firms and representatives of foreign enterprises. 





Cheaply Over Oceans and Seas 


Another form of distributing “gifts” was through the allocation of reduced-fare or 
free excursions on cargo ships and the “Batory.” In a period of 5 years (1975-79) 
more than 400 people not associated with the ministry traveled that way over oceans 
and seas. 


Not included in that number were workers and peasants. They could not appreciate 
thie kind of a subtle remuneration. The passengers came exclusively from the white- 
collar occupations. It has to be objectively recognized that the professional 
differentiation among the passengers was enormous. Among them were leading managers 
and politicians, people who occupied top-level administrative positions as directors 
of centers and territorial organizations. Also included were university professors, 
journalists, retired people, and students. But among them were also “the wife of a 
professor with her grandson, the mother-in-law of a counseler to the minister.” 
Lastly there was a group of unidentifiables (many of their names are accompanied 

by exact private addresses but without an indication of their professions or place 


of employment.) 





It was possible to sail the Mediterranean or the African, Australian, Bombay-Bengal 
lines. One could reach Japan or Montreal, the Mexican Gulf or the Caribbean as 
well as many other attractive areas of our globe. This could be done for as little 
as 50, 70 or 80 percent of the cost of the ticket, for a reimbursement of the cost 
of food and lodging or for 300 zlotys per day. Or it could be done free of any 
costs. The full cost of an excursion, depending on the itinerary, ranged from 
10,000 to 100,000 zlotye. 


It gives pause to reflect how good intentions change into their own opposite, when 
sound directives {ind themselves outside of social control and within the grasp of 


4 emall group of people. 








in 1972, the Minister of Navigation (the predecessor of the present ministry) 
regulated through o special directive the question of reduced fare or free trane= 
portation of persons and cargo on shipe of the Polish commercial fleet. According 
to these regulations, reduced fares were allocated to personnel, membere of their 
families=-wives of sailors, captains, marine officers, and personne] of ship 
chandlere working on land. Free transport was allocated to sponsors of the ship, 
contractore and representatives of foreign organizations working with shipyard 
constructors with the qualification that these considerations were based on pur- 
chase considerations. The directive excluded such passages on the “Batory.” it 
wae aleo impossible to allocate reduced fare or free transportation to people not 
employed by the ministry. The exception were naval writers and publiciete (10 
percent of those entitled). 


In the yeare 1970-78, the minister of foreign trade and maritime administration, 
Jerzy Olesewski, issued two directives which updated the regulations of 1972. 
Among the most important changes in the original regulations one has to include 
the extension of the privileges of reduced fares and free transport not only to 
the ministry's personnel but also to personnel not associated with the ministry. 
Furthermore the “Stefan Batory” liner was no longer excluded from accepting reduced 
fare and gratis passengers. 





Dariuez &. utilized these new privileges in such a way that the majority of people 
benefiting from them had no association with either the ministry or the sea. At 
times he acted in this manner because of decisions taken at a higher level. It is 
beyond doubt that in order to benefit from these cruises it was necessary to acti- 
vate an influential network. 


Committed and Principled 


Confronted by the accusations raised by the CKKP, Dariusz S. showed a complete lack 
of self-criticiem. In a written explanation, he stated premptorily, among other 
things, that “the gifts were handed out in keeping with the intentions of the 
management of the ministry"; “that in addition to the ministry's personnel, the 
preferred circles for cruises on ships were journalists, literary and cultured 
people--in any event persons about whom there were no sociopolitical reservations.” 
Nothing elee, as if this declaration would have benefited hin. 


Seen against this background the evaluation given on 15 March 1980 (that is, after 
his guilt had already been established) by the first secretary of the central com- 
mittee of the PZPR of the Ministry of Foreign Trade is astounding. 


“Comrade Dariusz S. distinguished himself by his noteworthy commitment evidenced 

by his active participation in party meetings, in the assumption by him of a very 
active stance in party-professional matters, and his active participation in actions 
and programe of social benefit. (...) Taking under consideration the totality of 
the sociopolitical action of Dariusz S., it has to be established that he was a 
committed, principled member of the party who was full of initiative." 


The CKKP, having thoroughly examined the case of Dariusz S., reached different con- 
clusions. Conclusions based on facts and rejecting illusions. So ended a haroful 
charade of pseudoparty membership. 


27 





After thie article went to print, we were informed that the CKKP removed the 
former minister of foreign trade, Jerzy Olesewski from the PZPR. The evaluation 
team of the CKKP, after an evaluation of the documentary evidence and having lis- 
tened to oral explanations of the interested party, reached the conclusion that 

he was guilty of careless and arbitrary managerial decisions relevant to the con- 
structions undertaken by the Foreign Trade Enterprise INTRACO, lack of supervision 
over contracts relevant to them, and, consequently, caused serious losses to 
national economy, It was proven that J. Oleseweki not only did not exercise super~ 
Vision but through hie action impeded the control of professional preparation and 
implementation of contracte as well as fully protecting Polish interests. It was 
aleo recognized that he is guilty of favoritiem through issuing wide-ranging 
authorizations to the former director of MINEX, K. Tyraneki. 
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ROMANIA 


CHANGE IN LAW ON HIGHER COURT FOR FINANCIAL CONTROL 
Bucharest BULETINUL OFICIAL in Romanian Part I Wo 11, 24 Feb 81 p 4 


{Excerpts} The Council of State of the Socialist Republic of Romania decrees: 
Sole article: Law No 2/1973 on the Higher Court for Financial Control, with 
subsequent modifications, is amended as follows: 


1. Article 26, paragraph 5 will read as follows: 


“Extraordinary recourse cases are judged by «a team formed of seven members, named 
by the chairman of the court from among the financ 
other than those who have given pronouncements in 
presided over by one of the deputy chairmen of the Higher Court for Financial 
Control, designated by the chairean of the court.” 





2. Article 31, paragraph 3 will read as follows: 

"The chairman of the council is the chairman of the court; in the absence of the 
chairman, the duties of the chairman of the court are carried out by one of the 
deputy chairmen, designated by the chairman for this purpose.” 


3. The provisions in the law referring to the position of “first deputy chairman 
of the Higher Court for Financial Control” are abrogated. 


NICOLAE CEAUSESCU 
President of the Socialist Republic of Romania 
Bucharest, 21 February 1981 
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ROMAN LA 


DEATH OF AUTORACERS~-The Romanian Federation of Autoracing and Karting announces 
the death, in a tragic accident, of auto racers, masters of the eport, Petre 
Vereanu and Llie Olteanu, who were national and Balkan gultichampions of auto- 
racing. (Excerpts) [Bucharest ROMANIA LIBERA in Romanian 27 Feb 81 p 4) 
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YUGOSLAV LA 





SUVAR FAVORS OPEN DISCUSSION OF DISSIDENT VIEWS 
Belgrade BORBA in Serbo-Croatian 7 Mar 61 pp 9-10 


[Article consisting of author's edited version of a speech delivered by Dr Stipe 
Suvar in a meeting of the Commission for Ideological Questions and Theoretical 
Work of the Presidium of the Zagreb City Committee of the League of Communists of 
Croatia on 3} February 19861. “The Most Important Struggle Is the Ideological Strug- 
gle Out in the Open") 


[Text] Information about the activity of hostile and oppositionist forces can be 
only one element of any comprehensive assessment of the political situation and of 
ideological development.* We would greatly err if we were to base our analyses, 
assesements and forecasts solely on what is being written in the newspapers and 
journals of the hostile emigre community or in foreign news media or on the state- 
ments of certain oppositionist groups within the country itself. 


After all, there certainly is nothing new or unexpected in what or how the periodi- 
cals of the hostile emigre community or rightist "free" and “democratic” foreign 
periodicals write about us. If we examine what and how they have written about us 
from the very day the national liberation struggle was victorious up to the present 
day, we can conclude that at no time have they written. less that was ugly and less 
that was bad about us in those particular quarters and in the emigre newspapers 
than today. 


It is because of the swinging back and forth of bloc politics that sometimes we are 
attacked more by one bloc and at others sore by the other. In the period of the 
conflict with Stalin and the Cominform, say, the western news media were rooting 
for us because they interpreted the resistance to Stalin's omnipotence in a small 
country where the socialist revolution had been victorious as the disintegration of 
communiem. And later they were compelled to write increasingly favorably about us 
because this was dictated by the results of our domestic development and Yugosla- 
via's affirmation on a broader world scale. The two blocs have ever been watchful 
that the other not “gobble” us up by force, and this also greatly influences bloc- 
oriented writing and information about us. The climax of the favorable writing 





* One of the materials submitted to the commission [before which the speech was 
delivered] was a report on the activity of hostile and oppositionist forces within 
the country and abroad, but ideological developments were discussed in a broader 
context. 
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about ue both in the West and the East and in the world as a whole was in connec- 
tion with the illness and death of Comrade Tito, but now other people are once 
again reflecting about our destiny in what I would call the mainstream of their 
“original” commitments. Perhaps without Tito we feel somewhat less confident, and 
we attribute greater importance to writing of that kind outside and even to every 
hostile or oppositionist statement at home than it deserves, as though they could 
really threaten this society. 


It seems to me that when it comes to opposing things of this kind we must modify 
the methods of our effort and of our own activity. 


The political situation in our society is essentially determined by the way in 
which society is developed and by whether the organized socialist forces are suc- 
ceeding in their efforts to fight for the new socialist achievements. Hostile and 
oppositionist forces can gain a certain strength and even have certain opportuni- 
ties only if society is not developing successfully in the direction of the visions 
which the organized socialist forces have set forth and if the socialist forces 
themselves fall into some profound crisis. 


Visions and Practice 


At present we are all assessing the political situation in the country, but it 

seems as though we still have not gone deep enough to the right diagnoses. I think 

whac is involved is a certain stagnation in development of associated labor and in 

building a political system that would be appropriate to it. But this pause is 

perhaps temporary and to some extent an inevitable one, After all, often we are | 
idealists in passing legislation and we think that we can realize our visions, 

when we work them out in the norms of the constitution and laws, in programmatic 
documents, in numerous resolutions, and indeed in our still more numerous features 

and indeed in socialist actuality by means of short-lived campaigns, and that in 

brief periods of time we can achieve long-range goals. And since this is not hap- 

pening and cannot happen, we have an attack of nerves and perhaps draw erroneous 

conclusions or we ourselves create a tense situation for ourselves. 


This standstill in the development of associated labor is occurring to the extent 
that in a legislative assault we strove to apply the constitution and the Law on 
Associated Labor to new organizational and institutional arrangements, while at the 
same time new relations had not been developing either in the basic organization of 
associated labor or between it and its association, or between the “base” and the 
“whole” of society. We have to fill the norms with living content, that is our "to 
be or not to be.” And the situation is such that the norms still serve as a cover 
for the unaltered social reality or for a social reality which has shifted only a 
bit in the direction of realizing the vision of a society of associated labor and 
of the appropriate political system within that society. I would like to mention 
the study of Comrade E. Kardelj, which was actually the platform of the llth LCY 
Congress. When one reads that study today, it is evident how far we still are from 
what Kardelj, taking the pulse of our development and penetrating it, feeling the 
life of this society and defining the role of the organized socialist forces in the 
present stage of our socialist development, noted down there. We are still far-- 
from the practical standpoint--from those diagnoses of his and from the way he saw 
things. 
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There ie an obvious gap, then, between our far-reaching conceptions and what we 
have achieved and from those areas in which we are successful, After the legisla- 
tive assault to apply the Law on Associated Labor and the constitution, and under 
the pressure of the acute and urgent economic dif‘ iculties, which had been accumu- 
lating by the very logic of our development perhaps over all these past 35 years as 
a consequence of what are called structural disproportions and the like, we ne- 
glected the battle for authentic implementation of those norms in practice. So, we 
have a new facade, and behind it by and large the same old content. That battle at 
the base of society has flagged a bit, and our concern with this has consisted more 
of conducting a formal political propaganda effort in various forums and in a fluid 
public, which in fact was a substitute for concrete action in every organization of 
associated labor, every party organization, where people work and live. 


The "Rubicon" of Self-Management 


We are confronted with a phenomenon which has grown to dangerous proportions and 
has to that extent in fact incapacitated us in our practical and day-to-day battles 
to achieve our visions, and it is manifested in the fact that people's privatized 
and group-ownership consciousness has been strongly present in all society's orga- 
nized institutions. This consciousness is destroying those institutions from 
within and is incapacitating us from undertakings of any consequence. Nearly ev- 
eryone has dropped anchor out of some private and group-ownership interest of his 
own. 


To be sure, socioeconomic relations are still determined by the fact that the bulk 
of capital formation is not left to the disposition of associated labor, but rather 
the government is still seizing too much surplus value of labor, that the credit 
system mainly disposes of the surplus value, and the situation of the expropriated 
condition of the organization of associated labor has not been overcome. But there 
will be no forward movement of any far-reaching consequence even in socioeconomic 
relations unless the organization of associated labor and the individual within it 
escapes from the group-ownership obsession. The organization of associated labor 
is at present almost entirely wrapped up in itself, and it is not developing social 
ownership, but is preserving its own group ownership, which, to tell the truth, it 
is in fact often compelled to do. Relations in society that would be based on the 
pooling of labor and the pooling of capital on that basis have been developing very 
painfully. 


Probably in some 4 or 5 years, if we persist on the course of planning in the new 
way and in the policy of stabilization, we will nevertheless cross the Rubicon of 
the Yugoslav way to socialism: the disposition of the capital surplus through 
self-management. The most difficult issue which has ever arisen so far in our so- 
cialist development, then, is the question: how is capital to be used and to cir- 
culate in society without the capital relationship reproducing itself, without 
state-ownership monopoly reproducing itself, and without reproduction of any other 
form of private ownership? In other words, how to achieve a circulation of social 
capital which will truly express social ownership or nonownership, that is, the 
ownership of all those who work? Unless we achieve that, which must at the least 
be a long-term task, our society will always be subject to an ever-present tempta- 
tion to return either to state socialism or to restoration of a bourgeois economy. 
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I hope that we will go forth to meet thie fateful change of direction with the pol- 
icy which has been initiated in our country and is aimed at economic stabilization, 
with planning "from below," with regulation of reproduction through social compacts 
and self-management accords, and with degovernmentalization of capital formation. 
But we should not harbor an illusion that it will be achieved unless all the revo-~ 
lutionary energy that exists in society is applied to it, unless the organised so- 
cialist forces make a strenuous effort and correct and overcome certain things 
within their own ranks. This energy has not yet been fully mobilized by any means, 
nor has the battle for the pooling of labor taken on the characteristics of a real 
revolutionary process "from below"=-"upward." 


That sums up the gamble of our political situation in a broader sense, 
Machinations and Hankerings 


Now that Tito is no longer here, all those who have been speculating about Yugosla- 
via, whether the remnants of our political emigres and their offspring, or ideolog- 
ical strategists and warriors of the military-political blocs, or again national- 
istic and other oppositionist elements within the country--none of whom have ever 
been distinguished by their perspicacity and foresight concerning the development 
of our society--have been having a fling with their machinations and hankerings, 
and so they point to the supposed instability of this society and its lack of prom- 
ise. Like Djilas, they speak about the system being “worn out," about our “model” 
being untenable and about how changes must take place here in this direction or 
that direction which those forces would like to see. According to some, we will 
return to the path of “true” socialism, as they see it to be, which is the bloc so- 
cialism of a neo-Stalinist Cominform. According to others, our society may evolve 
into a pluralist multiparty society with typical bourgeois democracy, and behind 
it, to be sure, an economy based on the capital relations. 


Certainly we must remain mindful of all these "forecasts," we must react to them, 
but a real social crisis in our country is possible only if this society does not 
proceed resolutely on its own path, that path we started out on back in the Na- 
tional Liberation Struggle. 


The involvement of the young generations is also decisive for new achievements 
along that road. I think since the liberation itself the position of young people 
has never been so delicate as today. Why? At least 80 percent of our young gen- 
erations are today living in relatively decent living conditions, provided them by 
their parents and the standard of living achieved in the communities where they 
live. They are no longer subject to existential compulsion to enter those occupa- 
tions and fields and those paths of life in which the painful life of their fa- 
thers and grandfathers would be reproduced through heavy physical labor, through 
the efforts to make ends meet. Generations of their parents made sacrifices to 
create security for them as consumers. What young people have they consider to be 
their natural legacy, and they shape their aspirations accordingly. 


Even when its desires are realistic and noble, you feel that often it cannot 
achieve them in a regular and lawful manner. The old school system is still here 
with us; to a considerable extent associated labor is closed off to our young 








people; manifestations of privatization in hiring, in schooling, and in settling 
housing questions have become widespread, All this is blocking off the future for 
young people. And, | repeat, young people are very highly developed as consumers. 


Youth and Ite Periodicals 


At the same time, when we look at political life on the surface, youth is peaceful, 
even excessively obedient, it is not maki problems. But it may seem that way on 
the surface of the life of society. Young people have entered the ranks of the 
League of Communists in very large numbers, especially in the last 10 years. In 
the membership of the League of Communists, which numbers more than 2 million, 
those under age 27 comprise 35 percent! Nevertheless, isn't it true, however para- 
doxical it might seem in view of those figures, that young people are unable to 
manifest themselves fully either in political life or in regulating their cultural 
and athletic life, all those things which represent an area of their strong social 
commitment; by and large they have no place to meet, to spend their time in a civ- 
ilized way, they feel a multitude of hindrances and restrictions, and they feel in 
large part blocked and eld back in their occupational and social careers. And 
then, thie group, whic, in formal terms is very much present in the party, is not 
sufficiently felt in social creativity, in the work of society, in decisionmaking, 
nor indeed in the life of the party itself. 


It is not a question of our young people being apolitical or of antisocialist out- 
looks being present in their ranks to any significant extent at all. On the con- 
trary, the great majority of them are devoted both to our socialist ideals an also 
to our socialist strategy. But it is not enough for them to participate in work 
campaigns and celebrations, when their impact in real political life and self-man- 
agement is less than what it ought to be. 


I would specifically mention the phenomenon of what is referred to as the youth 
press. In the columns of the youth newspapers in Zagreb, Belgrade, Ljubljana and 
certain other cities individuals and indeed entire groups of like minds, who find 
places among the editors, have been writing from a position of universal criticism, 
which actually amounts to superficial and caviling criticism of everything under 
the sun. Usually these are undergraduates or graduate students of philosophy, so- 
ciology or political science who under the influence of a portion of our Marxist 
or quasi-Marxist university intelligentsia have been shaped into fierce critics of 
society. Some of them take up deadly pens on behalf of young people, though they 
themselves are not so young, but are already in their thirties or even older. This 
is a kind of elite which is taking over the role of spokesman of young people as a 
whole, and it is attacking the youth organization itself first of all. 


Inflation of People With Master's Degrees 


Il think, then, that the activism of young people and its real everyday authentic 
and true prospects in life constitute a very important issue concerning our future, 
and also for the question of whether we will win the battle for the prevalence of 
associated labor and for the appropriate development of a political system. To be 
absolutely honest, and my assertion may sound unconvincing to many people, but it 
can be backed up with figures--our political and professional “structures” are 
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getting older and older! I am referring to the "structures" which are able to do 
the most in a professional field or which have the greatest political influence. 


It is well known that today multinational companies are relying on people in their 
thirties! Their principal managers are in their thirties. But it is not uncommon 
for our people to reach 30 without even finishing their studies! It is still an 
exception for anyone under 40 to become a university professor. But in some coun- 
tries it is not so rare for a university professor to be only 25! Relying on the 
ease afforded the petty parvenus and having grown up under the conditions of our 
socialism as it actually is, rather often our young man himself becomes enfeebled 
and does not discharge his obligations in his studies and does not work with en- 
thusiasm and persistently. And we still go on coddling him and say: you are like 
a rebel who has e@ good cause. But he has not learned to persist in his effort. 
That is, quite a few young people are not aware that what they want to have and 
achieve must be gained through their effort. 


A few days ago a worker offered this comment on our situation: they are all flee- 
ing the hoe and they all want to have master's degrees. It is a good thing that 
fewer and fewer people are making their living with the hoe, but it is not good 
that many people want to have master's degrees, often even in subjects which are 
not useful to society--a point they boast of! There is also a rapid increase in 
those with doctor's degrees, there is a true assault on all possible titles, many 
people never get enough of foreign travel for the sake of their scientific and pro- 
fessional careers, in spite of the stabilization there is no falling off of sympo- 
siums in which people with doctor's degrees and master's degrees and many others 
circulate though they have no place there at all. 


But I would return to the topic of the ideological struggle and of the methods we 
use to wage it. I agree with those who say that methodological errors are made in 
reactions to statements and occurrences which are unacceptable from the standpoint 
of political ideology for the organized socialist forces and which constitute an 
attack of one kind or another on our sociopolitical system and our development 
strategy. 


Oppositionist Political Manifesto 


Dobrica Cosic, Ljubo Tadic and those who share their views wrote a kind of opposi- 
tionist political manifesto whereby they intended to bring together several hundred 
selected intellectuals in publishing the journal JAVNOST. Two months later the 
Presidium of the Belgrade City Conference of the SAWP issued a press release stating 
that the platform for that magazine was unacceptable and recommending that the com- 
petent bodies not approve its publication. But the public at large never learned 
what the Cosic-Tadic tandem and those of similar mind actually were up to. After 
all, in the press release of an official forum it was not really possible to ana- 
lyze everything clearly. And the rumors and the guesses circulated. When respect- 
able intellectuals like them, regardless of whether they were advocating reaction- 
ary things at that moment or not--and I am deeply persuaded that they were advocat- 
ing reactionary things--want something like that, our broadest public should be in- 
formed of it, and an analysis should be conducted word by word, in a dignified way 
and with arguments, so as to demonstrate what is involved and what they actually 
want. 
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We need an open and unrestricted ideological struggle againat the conceptions of 
oppositioniat groups within the country and aleo against conservative and nonso- 
cialist views in the ranks of the organized socialist forces. And we must fight 
for that kind of public contest of opinions, 


After all, it is not difficult to demonstrate that there are at least two astound- 
ing things in that platform for the journal JAVNOST which people wanted to start: 
socialist self-management, as we are painfully developing it, is not mentioned, is 
ignored, as in fact is the working clase itself; the platform of the journal was 
composed in such a way that anyone who knows how to think about political and so- 
cial affairs can easily conclude that our socialist self-management is regarded as 
a failure, a dead-end street, an instrument for manipulation, a cover for political 
dictatorship in society, which by and large is attributed to the League of Commu- 
nists and to its leading structures. And second, these fighters to rally the in- 
tellectual elite which cannot be bribed, which supposedly will lead us out of the 
social and moral crisis, seem to have heard nothing about the nationality question 
in this country; concealed behind all their freedom-loving and democratic phrases, 
they are dreaming about Big Government centraliem. It is just that those two 
things might have been pointed out rather easily in a public debate, and the initi- 
ators of JAVNOST and their preoccupations could have been portrayed in a true light 
before the broadest socialist public of our country. 


A Competition Fought With Quotations 


We have thousands of our socialist doctors of science. But how much and what are 
they doing to analyze our society, to really penetrate its development problems, 
class relations, contradictions and conflicts of interest? How much experimental 
research have they conducted and how many studies have they written which would not 
be merely normativistic or reiterations of the literature that already exists? We 
are all competing with one another in quoting the LCY Program, Tito and Kardelj, 
and so on, but rarely does anyone from the ranks of our so-called intellectual 
forces enter into these questions of the ideological struggle in an authentic docu- 
mented fashion. Recently certain political and public figures have attempted to 
speak out in the intention of stating who is who and what is what and how matters 
stand, and they have aroused numerous "critics," but also have evoked certain re- 
sponses from the ranks of their fellow fighters in the party to the effect that 
they were not mindful of tactical considerations, of the question of who should be 
attracted and who rejected, of what should be said, how it should be said and to 
whom it should be said, and so on. Consequently, those who want to speak out in a 
situation when an open ideological struggle does not exist are actually discour- 
aged. So people remain silent out of opportunism or they run around from one sym- 
posium to another, where they deliver themselves of showy blatherings which do more 
to cloud over social reality than to expose it. And then the party leadership at 
various levels, the leadership of the Socialist Alliance at various levels and 
other leadership bodies get in a situation of reacting with press releases as a fo- 
rum whether this is necessary or not, making their own judgment as to the need. Or 
again there is a succession of statement by individual authorities in the party. 
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"Pree=Thinking” Ref lect ions 


Reaction, then, should be timely, should be documented and should be without anger== 
not because we are servants of the regime or mighty abusers of power, but because 
we respect the truth and because we are persuaded that the path of socialist devel-~- 
opment we are following is basically correct, the only one that guarantees us free- 
dom and independence and an ever greater influence of the workers in spite of the 
large gap between the norme and reality and in spite of all the deformations and 
abuses, and in spite of the surge of the petit bo: .geois spirit. 


i would aleo mention significant examples of statements made abroad by certain of 
our “important” intellectuals which were left without real critical opposition and 
which were calculated at arousing a portion of the forein. public concerning the 
supposed hopeless and antidemocratic situation in socialist Yugoslavia. One of our 
important “Marxists,” speaking on Austrian television in a program about the situa- 
tion in Poland, asserted that in Yugoslavia worker strikes are breaking out every 
day and the trade union acts like a front office for the regime. Set in motion by 
that assertion, made probably out of the reflection: nor in Yugoslavia is it bet- 
ter than in Poland, nowhere is socialism anything other than Staliniem, 1 sought 
figures on strikes, for example, in Croatia during 1980. There were 52 strikes in- 
volving a total of 4,000 workers, they lasted an average of 7 hours, and they al- 
ways broke out concerning distribution of personal income in the OOUR [basic orga- 
nization of associated labor). This is rea.ity. Is our working clase capable of 
striking over the real issues, that is a question on which perhaps I might have a 
heated dispute with that professor who, by the way, has probably not peeked into a 
factory of ours in at least two decades. But the fect that we are not having seri- 
ous strikes even in thie situation when the economic difficulties are great and 
when the standard of living is dropping. And it is also a fact that our strikes 
are not inspired either by the powerful influence of the Catholic Church or any 
other church, or by any other “structure” of social power outside the front of the 
organized socialist forces. The strikes in our country are spontaneous momentary 
actions, more an expression of trade-unionist consciousness and of the struggle for 
a dinar or two more. it is actually that that should disturb us. After all, that 
is another proof that the workers in the OOUR have not yet taken control of eco- 
nomic relations. 


Another of our important "Marxists" made a statement in the Paris journal ALTERNA- 
TIVES more or less to the effect that Tito should have stepped down from power in 
the sixties; supposedly Tito conducted a maneuver at that time so that this would 
not happen and what has happened in the country since that time has halted the pro- 
cess of socialist democratization. Still another of our important “Marxists” as- 
serted in the Austrian journal WIENER TAGBUCH that “dictatorship without a dicta- 
tor” prevails in Yugoslavia. 


Both these articles, one published in a journal which is in any case designed to 
fight (on whose behalf is well known) for political freedoms and human rights in 
eastern Europe, and the other in a journal which is edited by a renegade of the 
Austrian communist movement, should also have been carried in our own news media, 
so that the broadest socialist public of our country might be familiar with these 
“free-thinking™ reflections, and then a judgment could be made as to what our 
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“persecuted Marxists” who are raising an uproar in the world about “days of mean- 
ingleseness” and “dictatorship without a dictator,” about “anti-Stalinist Stalin- 
iem" and about the deep social and moral crisis in Yugoslavia really think and what 
they really want, 


Here, Thies le What They Are Saying! 


Do these important "Marxists" of ours really have nothing to offer we but their 
messianic intellectual leadership in the movement toward freedom and democracy, 
which actually ie 4 return to the multiparty pluraliem of bourgeois democracy with 
4 slight favor of Social Democratic reformiem of the Palme and Brandt type? 


Two more examples. One of the Croatian nationalistic bards says in a Swies newspa~ 
per that if free elections were held now in Yugoslavia, the communists would not 
get even 0.1 percent of the vote. I thought to myself: there are 2 million men- 
bers of the party, which means that not even 2,000 of them would vote for the pol- 
icy of that party of which they are members. Really, why don't we carry those ri- 
diculous statements, which do not require that we institute either political cam- 
paigne or court triale against their authors? We only need to say in ridicule: 
here, thie is what they ere saying. Even our broadest socialist public will be 
able to judge those assertions. 


One man whom people who share hie views extol as the greatest Croatian intellectual, 
a man of gigantic intellect, a respected member of the academy, and all but the Cro- 
atian Martin Luther of the 20th century, or perhaps the man who hankere after being 
our Sakharov (though unlike that Soviet ecientist he has offered nearly nothing to 
science), has written a book which the hostile emigre community is extolling and at- 
tempted to distribute around the world and in which he disgustingly slanders Tito 
and Kardelj and Bakaric and a number of our other great figures and, still more im- 
portant, offere a falee picture of our recent history and of the position of the 
Croatian people today. Wo one in this country has reacted yet to that book. In my 
opinion, it would be proper for the academy to inquire publicly into the content of 
that book by ite member, whose behavior falls outside the standards of a member of 
the academy, to arrange a public scholarly debate and to ascertain in public what 

in the book is true and what is falee and is this kind of writing worthy or not of 
an irreproachable member of the academy. 


We often behave in such 4 way as to create unnecessary excitement contributing to 
the possibility that the broad masses might think that these and similar outbursts 
of the oppositionist intellectualistic mind, which in any case are at the service 
of rightwing forces in the world, however they may be disguised in bombastic phrase- 
Ology about freedom and democracy and however much they might appeal to Marx, could 
threaten socialiem in our country and that our socialiem is all but on the brink of 
ruin. 


False Credentials 


Arguments like these should be answered in time and in the proper vay, and they 
should be made known to the broadest public, rather than to make of them something 
which they are not, nor do they deserve the status of national fighters, of freedom- 
loving Marxists, and 80 on. 








Or take the story about political prisoners in Yugoslavia and in Croatia which two 
or three Little groups instigated by submitting a petition. Perhaps we should in- 
form the public more frequently ae to who is in prison for felonies and misdemean- 
ore of a political nature, In November 1980 there were 172 people in Yugoslav prie- 
ons who had been convicted of political crimes. In Croatia there were 91. If we 
take into account that they aleo include some who were arrested with bombs on 
beaches, or individuals who were planning to bring down civilian aircraft, that 
there are also othere who have only now been tried for crimes in the past, that 
there are actual agents, that there are people in jail who would be in jail in any 
country in the world, people who have been convicted of subversive terroriem, then 
we really do not have any serious problem with political prisoners, For example, 
neighboring Italy has many more of them (politically motivated terroriem). Cer- 
tainly, Like the great majority of our citizens, I would like it if we had no po- 
litical prisoners at all. There was a time when we boasted, I think it was 1969 or 
1970, that there were no longer any political prisoners in Yugoslavia. There was 
one year, it seems to me, when we did not have any. And then the spirits got out 
of the bottle in 1970, 1971 and 1972, and we saw that we still could not leap out 
of the skin which recent history had made for us. Specters of the past, ataviem, 
primitive mentalities and the rage of the petit bourgeois are still around us and 
still in ue. There were too many killed in the war, too much blood was shed, for 
us to be indifferent toward those who .re still left and those who are springing up 
to enflame passions, carriers of enmity, those who instigate violence and dream 
about new revenge. 


But I am still asked the question whether we should try and imprison those who 
demonstrate their primitivism in coffeehouses and who display their nationalistic 
or some sort of other added socialist outlooks with curses, with infamous songs and 
statements full of sarcasm and hatred? In such cases shouldn't we go before meet- 
ings of citizens, honest people, and point out there how primitive such-and-such an 
individual is and what he is saying? And he won't turn out to be such a hero as he 
does when he ends up going to jail because of his primitive verbal outbursts, as 
though he were a fighter for the cause of his nation, and so on, Perhaps I exag- 
gerate, perhaps we cannot yet undertake such methods, but at the very least it is 
worth thinking about. 


Coffeehouse Primitiviem 


So, the most important thing of all is for us to use the methods of open ideologi- 
cal and political struggle before the broadest socialist public opinion. We do not 
underestimate the people, as certain conceited intellectuals do when they assert 
that the people have fallen victim to charismatic power and that the alleged hold- 
ers of power easily manipulate them. The people know and feel quite well what we 
are and where we are, and they have made a fateful decision not to let anyone in- 
terfere in the life of this country and the path that has already been chosen. 


We can ignore the fictions of isolated groups, so long as we are pushing things 
forward in social development through a far more militant offensive of the orga- 
nized socialist forces, if we are carrying out a definite moral renewal in that 
direction, a renewal aimed above all at combating privatistic and group-ownership 
spontaneity and consciousness. After all, it is on this field that we are losing 








many battles even in the eyes of the people ae individuals and as groupe and often 
even as people who have been meritorious in politics, 


Look now how the so-called Kragujevac case is being given the importance of a prece- 
dent. Actually the presse ought not to write eo much about all this, nor would it 
do so if battles of that kind were taking place every day in every community. We 
have in every community cases of appropriation, of usurpation and of violating the 
standards of socialist ethics. If we tightened up, everyone would behave by re- 
specting the law, by not bypassing the bodies of self-management, by adhering to 

the etandarde of socialist ethics. Then we will easily win all the battles against 


the political enemy, and the battle for the future development of socialist self- 
manegement will also go more easily. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


MUHIC DISCUSSES ‘JAVNOST,' RIGHT, LEFT ALTERNATIVES 
Belgrade BORBA in Serbo-Croatian 2, 3 Mar 61 
[Article by Dr Fuad Muhic] 

{2 Mar 81, p 6] 


[Text] For rather a long time now there has not been any very essential difference 
between the “rightwing” and “leftwing" criticiem of the LCY as a revolutionary 
party. There has even existed a high degree of agreemen: in the foundations of 
their criticiom which they have in common. Both have looked upon the LCY as a 
party of the Old Left, and from this they have drawn far-reaching conclusions that 
it has become bureaucratic and--not so very rarely--even Stalinist. It has been 
insisted that democratic centraliem has no prospects and has permanently been 
transformed into bureaucratic centraliem at the level of “republic statism" in the 
plural. 


"Anti-Stalinist Stalinism" 


Marx’ criticism of Hegel's concept of the bureaucratic state as a whole is appli- 
cable to our society as well. Words have been spoken and written about the exclu- 
sion of the public from political life, about universal alienation in the economy, 
in politics and in culture, about controlled forms of social consciousness, about 
other ideological manipulation and dogmatic-Stalinist indoctrination, about the 
moral decadence and degeneration of the basic system of values--in short, about the 
complete futility of socialist seli-management and a basic betrayal of 1948. 


The ideologists of the right and of the New Left by and large blame the LCY for 
this situation, looking upon it (often reluctantly) as a revolutionary party only 
up to the showdown with Stalinism. Since that time, according to the opinion they 
share, an undefined era had begun which they referred to as “anti-Stalinist Stalin- 
ism." 


Today it is rather difficult to ascertain whether the rightwingers took over this 
coinage from the New Leftists or the other way about. In any case, it is in use 
by them both, and its meaning is not hard to grasp. 
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According to the thesie of “anti-Staliniet Staliniem,” there is no very essential 
difference between Stalinism and the “Yugoslav style” of socialist self-management. 
it is a question of the same essence, which is manifested more or less uniformly in 
different forms, This schema they have in common ie in turn a rightwing-leftwing 
construct! communist power ic indifferent to the area in which it is wielded, ite 
practical effects are what matter to it, and therefore it can rely on an ideology 
of instrumentaliem. In thie respect even the fascist leaders are more moderate, 
since their ideology binds them to 4 etrictly definite nation. However, precisely 
in order to conceal thie embarrassing fact, communist chiefe must create a mystifi- 
cation about “national models" of socialiem so as to demonstrate that their partic= 
ular model ie better and more perfect than that “original” one (in this case the 
reference ie to Soviet socialiam). 


It was natural for the right and the New Left to work from these premises and make 
a direct link between the emergence of socialist self-management and Tito's desire, 
since he could not be the “chief” of the entire communist movement, then to be the 
absolute chief in at least his own country (and we have already mentioned the in- 
sinuation that Tito would later carry this desire over to the nonalignment move~ 
ment). 


Rightwing Views 


They rejected in advance the possibility that the introduction of self-management 
might have been a necessary historical process, that our leadership headed by Tito 
realized this in time and thus preserved the authenticity of the revolution and 
that in 1950 accomplished a historical break with external and internal Staliniem, 
opening up prospects for an independent road to socialism, which today is looked on 
with respect by all progressive humanity, much to their great distress. They in- 
stead establish an identity at all pointe between that act and Tito's “will to 
power,” which in their judgment could come to fuller expression in the system of 
socialist self-management than in the previous statist system since already by the 
end of 1953 Tito had made a change of direction in the Djilas case and had halted 
the processes of further democratization. 


It is also in that light that the events in the seventies are viewed as an “opportu- 
nity missed for democratization.” 


“Leftwing Alternative" 


The right and the left have in all this persistently avoided answers to the ques- 
tion: how would the survival of our community be affected by this mishmash of the 
most heterogeneous political orientation if the revolutionary party were so feck- 
less as to let them sweep onto our historical mise en scene one after the other, as 
in some nebulous operetta dance and commence their dance of death with the Yugoslav 
revolution? The) have insisted on the demand for abolishing the LCY as on a volun- 
taristic postulate, as on an act of pure will, a will which wants to realize its 
desire out of subjective motives without having derived it from a knowledge of a 
matured historical necessity. 
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Nor has the “Leftwing alternative” gone any further than that level, After the 
failure with the “new historical coalition” (students, intellectuals and workers) 
in 1968, it has not supported ite demands with anything other than an abstract ne- 
gation which has become all the fiercer as its prospects for success have dimin- 
ished, Its more aggressive action in the time since Tito's death can also be ex- 
plained by an awakened hope that in some kind of “unified opposition” with the 
right (which is unambiguously indicated by the initiative to start up JAVNOST) it 
will revive opportunities for a rapid advance in accordance with their common con- 
vietion that the “post-Tito period” will not last longer than a year or two! 


The “leftwing alternative,” in rejecting the political theory of Marxiem as “au- 
thoritarian,” has gone back to basic elements of anarchiem and liberalism, attempt- 
ing to base its programmatic orientation on some of their updated premises. We ex- 
amine thie former aspect firet. 


The political theory of Marxiem in our country has been exposed for rather a long 
time now to an attempt to subject it to anarchist innovation. Whereas in its orig- 
inal form it embraced the theory of the socialist state and the theory of the pro- 
letarian party as the intermediary between the working class and history in build- 
ing socialiem and in society's transition from the political to the social revolu- 
tion, thie innovation aimed not only at eliminating these two theories from Marx- 
ism, but also at defining socialist self-management in a typically anarchistic con- 
text. It has radicalized our criticism of statiem as a tendency toward socialist 
Big Government and the criticism of Stalinism as a bureaucratized system which has 
transformed the dictatorship of the proletariat into a reign of terror by the party 
and government elite all the way to complete negation of the state and party and to 
the demand that they be abolished. After several years in which this negation was 
vrapped up in the categories of Marxist humanism and was supported by the argument 
that a struggle had to be waged against alienation and reification, Dr Ljubomir 
Tadic has finally begun to speak openly about it in an article entitled "On the Na- 
ture of Self-Management--Contribution to the Ideological History of the Socialist 
Organization of Society” (REVIJA ZA SOCIOLOGIJU, No 3-4, Zagreb, 1979, pp 5-29). 


Tadic's Theses 


A critical examination of Tadic's theses in this article should begin with a look 
at the way he sees the political arrangement of socialist self-management. “From 
the political standpoint," Tadic writes, “association in production must be guaran- 
teed and supported by political association or federation. This political (orm of 
self-management cannot be conceived without a free public as its spiritual sub- 
strate, a public free of the monopoly of private capital as well as of the monopoly 
of the state /or of any political organization which relies on the power of the 
government in order to ensure its own particular spiritual and political domina- 
tion/ (emphasis supplied by F. M.). In this sense J. P. Sartre is right when he 
warns that self-management remains a dead letter when power rests in the hands of 

a privileged group which relies on centralized organization.” 


Tadic is probably the first author in our scholarly journalism who has made the 

successful development of socialist self-management directly dependent upon abol- 
ishing the LCY as a “political organization which relies on the power of the gov- 
ernment in order to ensure its own particular spiritual and political domination." 

















As an act of civil courage, Tadic's gesture may certainly be more impressive than 
the tongue=tied intimation which some of our “radical Marxiete” and New Leftiate 
use in trying to express the same idea while at the same time keeping open the pos~ 
sibility of some sort of retreat when the time comes for definitive clarification. 
Thus Tadic's article offers the possibility of an open confrontation with a plat- 
form which has finally crystallised in ite theoretical and ideological commitment 
and at least in that aspect offers no room for further doubt. 


The initial premises of Tadic's universal negation of the LCY follow from the anar- 
chistic view of the Yugoslav party as the principal source of bureaucratization, 
from which all other forms of alienation and reification then branch out. This vi- 
sion could not be mitigated even by criticiem of the dogmatic and bureaucratic 
forces which the LCY carried out within ite own ranks in 1966, nor by the deepening 
of the principle of democratic socialism following the ninth congress in 1969. The 
stronger emphasis placed at that time on the role of the republic and province al- 
liances in overall party life and the destruction of the power of certain federal 
centers were immediately proclaimed by Tadic and other New Leftists to be the in- 
troduction to inauguration of “statiem in every republic and province,” and from 
our vantage point today it is easy to see how difficult it is to meet the political 
demands of the New Left with respect to the structure of the LCY (unless, of 
course, one is to abolish it). The message of New Leftist political malice has not 
been concealed at all: the LCY will be a source of political evil so long as it 
exists! The similarity with rightwing demands is so striking that it needs no spe- 
cific discussion. 





{3 Mar 81, p 9) 


[Text] For both the right and the New Left abolishing the LCY is a necessary pre- 
condition of democratization. The difference has been in the "alternatives": the 
right “has advocated ‘pluralistic reconstruction,’ that is, renewal of the multi- 
party system,” while the New Left has advocated organizing society "from bottom 
up" and a federation of workers’ councils arranged on the same principle. 


Dr Ljubomir Tadic's article entitled "On the Essence of Self-Management--Contribu- 
tion to the Ideological History of the Socialist Organization of Society" (REVIJA 
ZA SOCTOLOGLIJU, No 3-4, Zagreb, 1979, pp 5-29) is attracting attention for several 
reasons. It first of all denies the assertion of certain “radical Marxists” that 
they are being prevented from publishing scientific papers which in their opinion 
would threaten our science as a whole. 


"Rights of Free Public Expression" 


Rudi Supek (to whom, by the way, Tadic's article is dedicated) tries to write 
about this in a dramatic way: “That is,” Supek writes, “today there are two main 
currents in Marxism, the one Stalinist, which is the official doctrine of the east- 
ern countries, which in our country enjoys more or less explicit official support, 
and the other that of creative or ‘rightwing revisionism,’ as the Soviets call it, 
which is the one almost all the more distinguished Marxists in Europe belong to. 
Even in our country that current of creative Marxism has been subjected to fierce 
pressure, and this has had an impact on the state of theory in our sociology” 
(REVIJA ZA SOCIOLOCLJU, No 3-4, Zagreb, 1979, p 12). 
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The publication of Tadic's article leads one to the opposite conclusion: although 
it contains in a nutshell the entire program of leftwing opposition to the LCY and 
an explicit demand that it be abolished, it was still published just as it was pre- 
sented as part of the Interuniversity Center in Dubrovnik in 1976 and as later the 
larger and more significant part of it was published in Rome in 1978 in an anthol~ 
ony of essays dedicated to Lelio basso, and then it was read at a meeting of Ital- 
ian and Yugoslav sociologists in Opatija in 1979, im a time, that is, which the au- 
thor and people of like mind considered markedly undemocratic. There is no doubt 
that thie could hardly happen in the society of which Tadic and Cosic say, as they 
did in their joint circular letter concerning the journal JAVNOST, that it rune a 
“great risk with every effort to preserve ‘se statue quo, to maintain it by tradi- 
tional bureaucratic and repressive means, and to defend it by emothering criticism 
and by narrowing civil Liberties," 


liow does the “Leftwing alternative” imagine the dissolution of the LCY as a “po- 
litical organization which relies on the power of the government to ensure its own 
particular spiritual and political domination"? 


Tf we leave out the construction concerning the “new historical coalition" (revolu- 
tionary students, intellectuals and workers), which was more an ideological reflex 
of the events in 1968 than an expression of real historical needs and possibili- 
ties, this alternative has endeavored to resolve this question in several ways. 


The “more moderate tendency" has advocated gradual reduction of the LCY's role to 
the margins of social events either by plotting an “internal democratization" which 
would do away with democratic centraliem, would make possible the free formation of 
groups within the party and thus transform the LCY into a loose coalition of “seri- 
alized organizations,” or by setting up other political groups as equal partners of 
the LCY. 


The “more radical tendency" has, however, openly suggested abolishing the LCY and 
“anti-Stalinist Stalinism" in the SFRY. Believing that the introduction of self- 
management through an action "from above" was only a constitutional and legal farce 
without corresponding historical content, this tendency ends up with the idea of an 
anarchistic revolution "from below,” which, as a spontaneous action of the masses, 
would put an end to mediation by any political party, and would thereby also mark 
the end of the LCY as the principal hindrance to “true self-management democracy." 


The “leftwing” and “rightwing” conception of a public in politics stands in a func- 
tional relationship to the demand for abolishing the LCY. 


The refusal to make any distinction between “subjective public rights" of citizens 
and the “rights of public expression” of all ideological and political platforms 
(not excluding even those which the revolution and history have rejected as super- 
seded, conservative or reactionary) is the same as demanding their legalization and 
an equal partnership with the ideology of the LCY. Were this kind of logic taken 
to its end, public expression o° nationalism, technocracy, anarchism, dogmatism, 
liberalism and other orientations would result in their legal institution as real 
political forces. It seems to be clear to all others except the advocates of these 
views that this would bring in by the “back door” that same party-political plural- 
ism which the “right” has always advocated as the “democratic alternative.” But 








the question arises even concerning those views whether that is really the case, 
since the intonation of the initiative to etart publication of JAVNOST did not 
emack of political naivete, far from it, but rather seemed to be a rationally 
thought-out calculation of an ideological coalition of right and left. 


Anarchiotic Innovations 


The theoreticians of anarchistic innovation and unrestricted “subjective public 
rights" will immediately make the traditional objection that "restriction" of so- 
clalist democracy out of fear of the restoration of counterrevolutionary ideolo- 
gies is nothing other than a trivial excuse for suppressing all tendencies toward 
democratization which are not under the control of the leading party or which it 
has not selected after prior censorship and reduction. There is a danger, they 
emphasize, of every unpleasant opinion being arbitrarily classified under one of 
these labele and then being prevented from public expression. Can it be that the 
revolution, it will be added, ie still so lacking in historical foundation that it 
has a paranoic complex toward criticiem and it must see one of the nighttime shad- 
ows of the counterrevolution in it? 


This is not a new objection, and it has emerged whenever there was a need to block 
on an ethical basis the effort to have social criticism adopt a differentiated ap- 
proach, not in the sense of a schematic division into "constructive" and that other 
kind, but above all from the standpoint of the real capabilities of society it- 
self--does the criticism offer real alternatives or only those which are the prod- 
uct of someone's objective disposition? 


The Platform of JAVNOST 


The “theory of subjective public rights" would have incalculable consequences if an 
effort was made to implement it as a practice of abstract freedom for all those 
orientations which by way of credentials for entry into public political life they 
had only a carte blanche for “unsparing criticism" of "Titoism as anti-Stalinist 
Stalinism" and for abolishing the LCY as a revolutionary party. The advocates of 
the platform of JAVNOST did not give even the most remote hint, for example, that 
they would seek historical differentiation of those orientations and this lack of 
explicitness left room for the assumption that this could be a case of a classic 
coalition between the "rightwing" and “leftwing" opposition or a common front or 
coalition based on the principle "first let us destroy the system, and after that 
we shall see.” 


In the past it has not been a rarity for people to believe that the showdown with 
the opposition required nothing more than repression (administrative or criminal) 
and that then it would be effectively neutralized, since supposedly it expresses 

the views of only a negligible minority of society. This line of thought has all 
but ignored the objective conditions which favored or which today favor the emer- 
gence of an opposition, and ultimately it exposed itself as dogmatic, sectarian 

and even Stalinist. As a style of political activity, therefore, it did not pre- 
vail in che LCY. Tito's name has not been left in an association with the idea of 
political terror over opponents, with mass party purges or hysterical animation of 
the masses against those opponents (as was the case with the “cultural revolution" 
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in China). Even Djilas himself, though with extreme reluctance, has had to ac- 
knowledge this ("... he te one of the most successful," Djilas recently declared, 
"What is more, his memory ... will not evoke anything like the terror and damnation 
evoked by mention of Stalin's name"). 


Historical Denial 


To overcome oppositionist ideologies in historical terms has necessitated a more 
complete approach. It presupposed firet of all correction of the economic, politi- 
cal and cultural circumstances to which those ideologies might refer, The success~ 
ful struggle against the remaining unitaristic and statist tendencies and the new 
constitutional conception of the Federation contributed more to the defeat of the 
nationalistic right in Yugoslavia, for example, than would have been accomplished 
by large-scale court trials of its protagonists, which was advocated in some quar- 
ters back 10 years ago. By the same analogy, after Tito's death the fight against 
liberalistic and anarchistic tendencies can be waged successfully only through 
stabilization of socioeconomic conditions and through further democratization of 
political relations. This is the most reliable methodological strategy for fur- 
ther confirmation of the vanguard revolutionary role of the LCY and for histori- 
cal denial of speculation about its superfluousness and the need to replace it by 
some "new historical coalition" or a restored multiparty system. The revolution 
cannot do without its legal protection, but the use of that protection must always 
be in proportion to the political wisdom which has resorted to it only when other 
means have been exhausted. 


That is why the "rightwing" and “leftwing alternatives" to socialist self~manage- 
ment will lose real prospects insofar as the LCY and the other organized socialist 
forces overcome the various forms of alienation and reification [original reads 
“placement or appointment"--translator's note] by their own effort and thus remove 
the grounds of mistrust on which the opposition has intended (just as it will in 
future intend) to build its ideology. According to the opinion that has been gen- 
erally adopted, its significance must not be overestimated, but must not be ne- 
glected either, but should be examined within the real coordinates of its scope. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


CATHOLIC PAPER NOTES DISCRIMINATION AGAINST BELIEVERS 
Zagreb GLAS KONCILA in Serbo-Croatian 22 Feb 81 p 2 
[Editorial: “Peace Is a Matter of Justice") 


[Text] We are trying to understand what is actually happening. In general one 
should first string together the facts instead of well-meaning theories. A high 
political figure has said in the past few days at a communist meeting in Belgrade: 
"The writing about some problem that exists in practice usually examines that 
problem from the standpoint of the constitution and the Law on Associated Labor, 
and what is prescribed is then passed off for what is real, instead of taking up 
the problem as it is actually manifested in reality...." (NIN [WEEKLY NEWSMAGA- 
ZINE], 15 February 1981, p 12) This is also the usual way it happens in the area 
which particularly interests us believers as believers. Instead of an examination 
of what is happening, a judgment is rendered from what is written in the constitu- 
tion and the Law on the Legal Status of Religious Communities. What is more, when 
the question of the position of religion and believers is raised, i.e., the ques- 
tion of the church in this society, it is enough just to drop down one step lower, 
from general laws to the regulations of various institutions and public organiza- 
tions which are in effect. These regulations are not to be ignored in the context 
of a society which stresses the spirit of self-management and direct democracy. 


i. “The organization of the Socialist Youth League of the Travno Local Community, 
as a part of the organized socialist forces of the settlement, shall perform the 
following tasks in the domain of social self-protection: 


“prevent the influence of foreign ideologies and the clergy on young people...." 


(From the Regulation on Organizing and Performing Measures of Social Self-Protection 
of the Travno Local Community in New Zagreb, dated February 1980, Article 9.) 


ii. Toward the end of last year even the Belgrade newspaper VECERNJE NOVOSTI wrote 
about a woman teacher who went to a Roman Catholic church just once and immediately 
lost her job on the grounds that “by going to church she had violated the provi- 
sions . the Regulation on Employment Relations and Work Discipline" (see AKSA [ex- 
pansion unknown], 7 November 1980). 


iii. Recently young people in a parish of the Zagreb Archepiscopate nominated a 
young believer to be secretary of the local youth organization. This was prevented 
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by informing the assembly that this young man was religious. When the parish 
priest informed the archbishop of the case, law enforcement officers came to re- 
proach him for having written about this to Zagreb, since "Kuharic could make some- 
thing of this in Madrid." 


These are only three cases taken at random, by no means the most serious, from a 
great number of such cases which we have recorded and documented. It obviously is 
not a question of cases which are unlawfully brought about by "sectarians" or any 
such people, bypassing the well-known custom which has been set down in law. Nor 
is it true that church forums seize upon isolated cases out of a desire to cause 
sensations and perhaps thereby serve various political ends. On the contrary, the 
truth is that the responsible people in the church are usually very circumspect in 
passing over such facts in silence, avoiding the presentation of such cases to the 
domestic and world public, all out of a desire to avoid politicization and also out 
of the desire and hope of giving those responsible in the government and society 
the time and opportunity to correct matters, there come moments of tensions which 
have been artificially brought about when we have a duty, regardless of any possi- 
ble considerations, to speak out in public and to take notice at least of the 
truth. 


If social self-protection explicitly and in writing regards the clergy and the 
priesthood as a hostile force from which young people should be protected, and the 
purpose here is obviously to ensure the security of the government and society, who 
then can expect that priest to feel himself a full-fledged and normal citizen 
within that local community? Who is to furnish that priest, whose rights have 
truly been infringed on, legal advice on whom he should appeal to to have the in- 
sulting passage removed from this regulation? And who will dare to take it amiss 

if after a year or two we again note in public that that regulation has not been 
amended at all (if it actually is not amended and if the public is not so informed)? 


If the Regulation on Employment Relations and Work Discipline of just one school in 
Croatia and Yugoslavia explicitly states that by going to church a teacher relin- 
quishes moral and political fitness to perform his duties, who dares to state in 
public that teachers are free with respect to their conscience and religious faith? 
Will anyone dare to take those responsible for the text of that and similar regula- 
tions to court, probably to the Constitutional Court, on the grounds that this is 
an obvious violation of the provisions of the constitution and of the freedom of 
conscience and religious faith? And who dares to reproach us if we publicly point 
up the public and documented incidents which directly affect us as individual be- 
lievers and as a community of believers? 


If a young believer is permitted to be a mem’: - -be Socialist Youth League, and 
if indeed that is expected of him, yet he ma) . elected to responsible posi- 
tions in that organization, who dares assert that + is then altogether equal and 


that he is not being discriminated against because of his religion, the "ideologi- 
cal racism," as our archbishop would call it, is not being practiced against him? 


One can only be amazed at the act of the priests who are members of the Republic 
Conference of the Socialist Alliance of Working People of Bosnia-Hercegovina when 
that conference adopted a report (see VJESNIK, 6 February) to the effect that the 
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endeavor of religious communities to influence the young generation is unacceptable, 
that it is unlawful to modernize religious instruction in any way, and that it is 
offensive for religious people to say that religion is eternal while parties are 
transient? And how is it that that report was carried by so many newspapers and 

not a single editor noted that this was an outright and illegal intervention in the 
internal life of the religious communities with the obvious purpose of sterilizing 
and disabling them? 


However that may be, we have things to take note of, confident that this will not 
be in vain. All in the spirit of what was said a few days ago by Cardinal Seper 
and Archbishop Kuharic--that we do not wish to defend ourselves until we are ex- 
plicitly provoked, that we desire to bring peace at this moment of history. But, 
the pope has said, “peace is a matter of justice!" 


7045 
CSO: 2800 END 





1 




















END OF 
FICHE 
DATE FILMED 

4-|- ¥ 





